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Re-Gathering Blues
If you’re hesitant to return to in-person worship, you’re not alone. A survey of 3,504 Americans, conducted
in late May and early June by the American Enterprise Institute (AEI), showed that 64% of Americans were
‘somewhat uncomfortable’ or ‘very uncomfortable’ attending in-person worship. Of those who reported that their
congregations offered in-person worship in the past week, 56% of respondents said they chose not to go. Daniel
Cox, a research fellow at AEI who led the study, stated, ‘We’re seeing among lay people a significant amount of
discomfort in going back to formal in-person religious practices.’
Even among white evangelical respondents, the reply was mixed. More than one-third (39%) were either
‘somewhat uncomfortable’ or ‘very uncomfortable’ attending in-person worship. Only 34% said they were ‘very
comfortable’ with in-person worship services at their church. Another 27% chose the ‘somewhat comfortable’
option. Among the 61% who chose one of the two ‘comfortable’ levels, white evangelical men (71%) were more
comfortable than white evangelical women (51%) with attending in-person worship services.
In comparison, only 36% of white Mainline Protestants, 32% of black Protestants, and 39% of white
Catholics chose the ‘comfortable’ options. But, it’s not just in-person worship that has us wary. We’re similarly
hesitant about attending sporting events, eating out at a restaurant or going to a movie theater. Even before the
current rise of COVID-19 cases in many states, some 54% stated that they believe life in the United States won’t
return to ‘normal’ until 2021.
According to another survey, this one conducted by the Harris Poll, many citizens are questioning whether
or not they want things to get back to ‘normal’. More than three-quarters (76%) of U.S. adults indicated that the
pandemic has caused them to change their priorities. Of those, 73% intend to maintain these new ways even
when the pandemic ends.
Indeed, 43% of currently employed workers have reevaluated their current career paths and 51% are
currently seeking remote employment. Of those currently unemployed, 25% are looking to change their current
career options. In the domestic realm, just over half (51%) are allowing children to sleep in longer. About twothirds (63%) of U.S. adults are encouraging their children to practice good hygiene, to appreciate what they have
(54%), and to "learn something new" (52%).
As we persist, our priorities will continue to evolve. If we choose to promote a healthier and more
sustainable existence, researchers believe that we may become more generous in other areas as well.
Grounding ourselves in such Christian practices as prayer, worship, fasting, meditation on Scripture, simplicity,
fellowship, social action, prayer walking, and stewardship may help us to center ourselves on God and encourage
us in this process.
In these anxious times, we Christians have a built-in support system. We can trust that God will be with us
through this human-caused tragedy and even use it to continually re-form us into the images of God we were
created to be.

Spiritual Journey Question
Carol Shreder
Larry & Marie Taylor
Bev West
Hans & Rose Marie Moeller
Bubs Searle
...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?
Thank you to those who have
donated flowers from their
gardens. If you have flowers
and would like to have them
put on the altar in honor of
someone or in memory, let me
know.

Laurie Bellucci, Flower lady
585-313-3837

Kathy Koers
9/30/56

Where have you grown spiritually during this
difficult time of pandemic? How have you spiritually matured since March? Have your spiritual endeavors been negatively affected by COVID-19?
Pastor Laurie is looking for people willing to
share about their current Spiritual Journey. Would
you be willing to write something for an upcoming
newsletter? Would you be willing to share during
worship? What about submitting a video? Or
writing it down so Pastor Laurie can share it?
Intrigued? Have questions?
Contact Pastor Laurie.

Our sincerest Christian sympathies go to the
family of Kathy Koers, who passed away
peacefully surrounded by family on
Wednesday October 26, 2020.

-

8/26/20

Bible Study groups will resume during the week of
September 13th. We'll meet in our respective areas
for the first week at least- unless we can't maintain
safe social distancing. We'll need to wear masks. If
you have additional questions or concerns, contact the
Convener: Lisa Knerr- Monday evening, CharlesWednesday morning
Mondays @7pm in the lounge
Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the
“Message” Reading for Sunday.
There is no better way to be ready for Worship than to
study The Word of God!

Kathy’s smile, kind spirit & beautiful music
will be missed by many.

Sunday Bible readings:
The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.

September 6
Romans 13.8-14

Exodus 12:1-14

September 13
Matthew 18.21-22 Psalm 103.1-12
September 20
Matthew 20:1-16

Exodus 16:2-12

Jonah3:10-4:11

Rally Day & Backpack Blessing
Rally Day is September 13th.
We’ll begin in worship and install this
year’s Sunday School Teachers.
Students- Bring your Backpacks to
worship, so that we can bless them
and you for this next school year.
Students and Teachers will depart
for an abbreviated time of Sunday
School.

Resumes

Confirmation will also resume on September 13th. We'll
meet immediately after worship in the Multi-Purpose
Room (this is subject to change if Sunday School needs
to use it due to a larger number of children). As usual,
please bring your own Bible- and use only the items in
your folder. We'll be wearing masks.

Secretary’s Office Hours
Beginning in September there will be
NO set office hours until further notice.
If you have items for the screens or announcements, please leave them in the
manilla folder in the secretary’s box on
the office window. Any newsletter submissions can be placed in the green
folder. Anything can be emailed!

As you can see our Giving
Tree’s branches are quite
bare, meaning we have
nothing to help replenish the
shelves at the Attica Food
Pantry.
What do your pantry shelves look like? Are they filled with food?
Maybe overfull to the point where you don’t have room for something
you just picked up at the store? Consider lightening the load by filling
up our tree so that we can help those less fortunate.
Monetary donations are also welcomed. There are pre-labeled envelopes
on the tree. Place your full envelope in the offering plate & we will make
sure it gets to the Attica Food Pantry.

Thank you!
If you are not attending in-person services, but would like to help, call to make
arrangements for dropping of your donation 585-591-2705.

***PLEASE fill this out & return it to the church!
If you aren’t attending services, please email the
information to Chris @ stpaulunited@verizon.net
Of the 61 local households that receive the
newsletter, only 23 have returned their information.
The church council wants to connect with you in the best way possible &
without your preferred information, we can’t do that.
There are occasions when Sunday Worship service may be cancelled.
Please mark what method of contact will be the best way to reach you.
Name







Phone Call, #
Text, #
Email
Facebook (make sure you ‘like’ St Paul’s United Church of Christ)
I’ll look for it on one of the local networks (WIVB, WGRZ, WKBW)

Chris Kipfer will be compiling all of the responses.
Please clip it, fill it out & send it or drop it off with your offering.
~Thank you, The Church Council

September Notes

September is an important month for health screenings. Caring for your body shows respect and kindness to yourself. This includes getting recommended health screenings to find any problems and treat
them early. Getting answers about your health can also help relieve stress and worry. Check with your
health care provider for what screening tests are best for you.
September is National Preparedness Month- This is a time to promote family and community disaster
planning now and throughout the year. Especially with the ongoing threat of COVID-19 there is no
better time to be involved. Plan ahead for disasters- know the facts about pandemics. Public Health is
everyone's responsibility. Keep yourself , your family and your community safe. Wash your hands frequently with soap and water, wear a mask, avoid close contact with people who are sick, social distance, practice good health habits like eating well, keeping hydrated, getting exercise and getting good
sleep. More information can be found on CDC and DOH websites
Also recommended is developing a plan for the family in the event of a disaster. Teach kids to have a
plan if parents are not available. Have an emergency kit ready with the following recommendations:
Water (one gallon per person per day for at least three days, for drinking and sanitation)
Food (at least a three-day supply of non-perishable food)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Battery-powered or hand crank radio and a NOAA Weather Radio with tone alert
Flashlight
First aid kit
Extra batteries
Whistle (to signal for help)
Dust mask (to help filter contaminated air)
Plastic sheeting and duct tape (to shelter in place)
Moist towelettes, garbage bags and plastic ties (for personal sanitation)
Wrench or pliers (to turn off utilities)
Manual can opener (for food)
Local maps
Cell phone with chargers and a backup battery

ATTENTION: If you are a college student at
any level, please email the church with your
college address. (OR If you are the parent of a college
student, please email the church your student’s mailing address.)

From your Church Historians;
There is a “front story” about our interview with Ardyth VanValkenburg. When we came to
St. Paul’s in 1969, Charles brought with us “letters of transfer” and presented them to the Council
for approval. As the story continues, the Council said they were going “to quiz us” to discern if we
were worthy to be part of the St. Paul’s Family! The Council said; “OK!” Charles said, “ I can’t
receive us, so the Secretary of the Council should receive us, using the liturgy for the “Reception
of Members.”, and Ardyth did a fine job!
History: Was Ardyth the First Lay Leader?

Our interview begins:
“When did you become part of the St. Paul’s Family?”
“I was Baptized at St. Paul’s, Confirmed on Palm Sunday in 1940, and my first Holy Communion was Waster Sunday.”
“Ardyth, what does St. Paul’s mean to you?”
“St. Paul’s means the world to me. I was nurtured by Evelyn Bey who taught Sunday
school, got to know Elizabeth Gatgen—I worked with her at Westing House; Ed Gatgen was a
leader in the church—he was the “force” who dug the basement of the church (by hand—using wheel-

barrows to haul the dirt away!) I was married at St. Paul’s. Ike (my husband) was not a member, so I
said to him ‘ if we are to marry, you MUST come to church with me!’ And then he became a member.”
Ardyth! What worship experience(s) do you look forward to?
“Christmas Eve, it’s such a beautiful candle light service! And the Thanksgiving Candlelight
Service—the 1st one was in 1949, the genius of Pastor Nelson Hauptman—he was a wonderful
Pastor. And for me, Palm Sunday and Easter, my Confirmation and First Holy Communion. I
have enjoyed Sunday worship, hearing the choir, listening to a number of fine preachers, I loved
ALL of them!”
Ardyth, “Thank you” for sharing with us your history in St. Paul’s!
The “Back Story” is that we Church Historians interviewed Ardyth via a three-way telephone
conversation and we truly enjoyed “walks down memory lane.” Ardyth is homebound and enjoys telephone conversations.
Your Church Historians,
Floss & Charles
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Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities; for there
is no authority except from God,
and those authorities that exist
have been instituted by God.
Romans 13:1 NRSV
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org
September Calendar Items:
6
7
13
14
15
16
20

Communion
Labor Day- Office Closed
Rally Day, Confirmation Resumes
Evening Bible Study resumes (with
masks) 7pm, Lounge area
Church Council 7pm
Morning Bible Study resumes (with
masks) 10am, Multi-Purpose Room
Newsletter Deadline

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the
green folder on the office window or e-mailed
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net

