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More Questions Than Thoughts
I’ve been trying to come up with a topic for this article for the last two weeks. The problem is that during
this pandemic, I have more questions than answers. So, I’ve decided to share a few of them.
How has this extended period of Social Distancing changed how we think about our relationships with
family, friends, and possibly even with our neighbors? Have we begun to cherish them more- or realized that
they’re actually not at all good for us? Are there changes we need to make?
Have we been ignoring Social Distancing? Has this put us or others at peril? Has it strained existing
relationships? Has it caused new negative relationships? Has it improved our relationships- because now we
have more time to spend on them? Is Social Distancing great for others- but just doesn’t apply to us? Is there
an added incentive to ignore it- because now we’re ‘fighting authority’? Is Social Distancing just ‘stupid’? Have
we nothing more to lose, so it just doesn’t matter?
Do we have extra time on our hands- or are we part of the essential personnel who’ve had to ‘step it up’?
Are we glad about this? Anxious? Reactive? Or just too tired to care- and barely coping? What has the extra
time- or lack thereof- taught us about ourselves?
Have we discovered new ways of doing what we’ve always done? Are we grieving a loss? Are we more
appreciative or less grateful? Have our fears increased? How is it with our soul?
What about in-house congregational worship? Are we invested in it? Why do we go? What do we
expect? Has it become more precious? Or have we realized that we were just going through the motions? Are
there new ways to do what we’ve always done? Are there traditional practices that we need to adapt or adopt?
Has our theology changed? If so, have we regressed back to our childhood ways of believing? (This is
common in a crisis situation.) Has our theology progressed or deepened in some way? Do we absolutely have
no idea what we believe anymore? Are we questioning God? Has God gone silent for us? Do we feel like a
‘freak’ because ‘everybody’ believes one way- and we don’t agree?
What important questions haven’t I listed here? Write me. E-mail me. Call me. Start a conversation on
Facebook. (Just don’t text my 708 home-landline number.)
This pandemic has launched us into a new time and space. Some of us weren’t doing very well with the
old time and space. Maybe this abrupt change will help. (It may turn out to be more wonderful.) Maybe it’ll set
us back decades.
Be reassured that we’re all on a spiritual, physical, mental, emotional, and social journey with God and
with each other. Whether we’re being stretched, regressed, or both- this isn’t a punishment. Our Creator hasn’t
abandoned us. Christ is for us. The Holy Spirit continues to flow in us and between us. Godspeed!

Offering
Carol Shreder
Larry & Marie Taylor
Bev West
Hans & Rose Marie Moeller
Bubs Searle
...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?
Attica Food Link Distribution:
Tues. May 5th
10am-12pm
St. Vincent’s School Aud.
*Due to the continuing health crisis there will
be no building access for the May pickup.
Food Link will have pre-portioned boxes that
will be loaded directly into your vehicle.

Quarantine Exercise Hint:
Some book names carry over between words & /or lines. Try to do it
without looking at your Bible!
Good Luck & have fun!
*Answers will be in the June newsletter

If you would like to put flowers
on the altar like Laurie did on
4/26, contact her @ (585) 3133837 and she will make it
happen. If you are local the
flowers be delivered to you in a
non contact way.

Weekly amount needed to meet expenses: $2404
Offering for Sun. 3/29/20: $2395
Deficit: $9
Offering for Sun. 4/7/20: $2545
Offering for Sun. 4/12/20: $2965
The 4/19 offering has not been counted.
Concerns have come up regarding offering giving.
Here are some suggestions:
1-mail your offering
2-drop your offering in the mail slot by the front
door at church
3--have your bank set up an automatic payment
to the church (they will cut a check & mail it to the
church-this is a free service)

Spotlight on our youth

Submitted by Flo Nolan

Submitted by Chris Kipfer

Youth Mission Group Lent Fund Raiser
The treat bags & donation envelopes are still set up in the Narthex and will
remain there until we are able to resume meeting for worship. At that time
we will resume the fundraiser.

Dunkirk Camp Update:
The following information was taken directly from a letter sent by Dunkirk.
To read the entire letter go to: atticaucc.org YOUTH—Dunkirk letter
Currently, all our 2020 summer programs at DCC are still on!
We will not cancel until it gets closer to camp and in accordance with CDC and Government recommendations
and regulations.
Because we are in such uncertain times, we are changing a few policies to give you more comfort in making
your camping plans/reservations.

•
•
•

If our programs must be canceled or moved, you will have the opportunity for a full refund (including deposit)
Our Early Bird discount will be extended from April 15th to May 15th
In the event you need to cancel due to illness you will receive a full refund (including deposit)

We are working on updating our registration process as well as enhancing our cleaning and sanitation procedures for campers and staff. The American Camping Association has been very helpful in providing guidelines
as we develop the necessary protocol. We will do everything possible to keep our campers and staff safe and
healthy this summer.

John West Scholarship Applications

Just a quick reminder to seniors that applications are available through the
church & are due to the church office no later than May 31st.
If we are not meeting for worship by that date you can mail it or scan & email
it to stpaulunited@verizon.net Reference letters can be handled in the same
way.
The Memorial Committee will let the applicant know if they are receiving a
scholarship so they in turn can let their school guidance office know and have
it added to their list of scholarships they are receiving for graduation.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact the church office.

Weekly Worship

In case you haven’t heard there are 3 ways in which you can
view Sunday worship services:
1- ‘St. Paul’s United Church of Christ’ on Facebook
2- ‘St. Paul’s Attica’ on YouTube
3- the YouTube link on atticaucc.org
This week we’ve added a responsive section & would like your
feedback. Is the font size okay? Lighting, timing, etc…
Please email Pastor Laurie (pastorucc@verizon.net) OR Chris
(stpaulunited@verizon.net) and let us know what you think.

As we have experienced, there are occasions when
Sunday Worship service may be cancelled. Please
mark what method of contact will be the best way to
reach you.
Name






Phone Call, #
Text, #
Email
Facebook (make sure you ‘like’ St Paul’s United Church of Christ)
I’ll look for it on one of the local networks (WIVB, WGRZ, WKBW)
Chris Kipfer will be compiling all of the responses.
Please clip, fill out & send with your offering.
~Thank you, The Church Council

May Notes
May is a month of challenge to all of us. Right now we ARE challenged as we deal with Covid 19. During this pandemic, we have been isolated at home; some of us working remotely, some of us not working and some still required to work as essential workers. Our children are not in school, shopping as
we know it has changed, churches closed and our lifestyle altered in a way we could never imagine.
During this time we have seen countless gestures of kindness and reaching out to others to show we
are not alone.

The American Institute of Health publishes a yearly calendar addressing different topics each monththis is one place I get information from to do these monthly notes.
The past couple months these have been the topics:
February- Be Mindful of Gratitude- practicing gratitude may help nurture better brain health and increase positivity in your life. Thank a friend, count your blessings
March- Be Mindful of How You Eat- stressed the need to savor your food by limiting distractions and
help to cut down on portions- good healthy advice-avoid stress eating
April-Be Mindful of Clutter- A clear home can help create a calmer mind. De-cluttering can be emotionally cleansing. Focus on what connects you with your loved ones that brings joy
May- Be Mindful of Digital Overload- use of these reduces attention span from 12 to 8 seconds. Put
the devices down and reconnect with the people in your life.
These past few months have forced us to make changes in our lives, but have also given us new
awareness. During this month, try to incorporate the past few months guidelines and suggestions.
Change your eating habits, have family dinners without electronics, call/write/text/facetime with people,
review your "possessions" and clean out those which you no longer need and donate to others in
need, take a moment to reflect on what you have and the blessings you have received.
May 10- Mothers Day- call your mom, grandmother, any female in your life or whom you know and
tell them how important they are to you

May 16- Armed Forces Day- thank all our military persons and their families for the gift they give us
to keep us safe and free
May 25- Memorial Day- pause to give thanks and remember those who gave ultimate sacrifice
Remember- We are all in this together
Please feel free to call me anytime with questions or concerns @ 585-368-8811.
~Marie Lowe
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org
MAY Calendar Items:
3
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21
24
25
31

Communion
Food Link- St. Vincent’s Aud. 10am-12noon
Ascension Day
Newsletter Deadline
Memorial Day- Office Closed
Pentecost—wear red

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the
green folder on the office window or e-mailed
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net

