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Spiritual Gifts
All too often we Christians make the gospel about us. I must be faithful. You must be faithful. We
must be faithful. Some Christians even believe that God is punishing us because of someone else’s
unfaithfulness. They see earthquakes and other natural disasters as warnings of our unfaithfulness.
In his first letter to the Christians at Corinth, Paul calls those kinds of people ‘people of the flesh’. He
sees that they are anxious, arrogant, boastful, complaining, divisive, fiercely competitive, self-indulgent, and
self-deceptive. They perceive the one with the greatest number of possessions to be the winner. The
Corinthian culture is very much like our own in this manner.
But instead of calling down the wrath of God, Paul offers an alternative perspective. He says that
those posturing's are simply a waste of time and energy. We actually have everything we need because
God has given us every valuable gift. We have gifts of grace, knowledge and speech. We have gifts of
wisdom, discernment, faith, healing, miracles, prophecy, and the most excellent gift of love.
Additionally, God is not done with gift-giving! This gift-giving continues abundantly throughout time.
God continues to give because it is what God does. God promises to complete what was begun in Jesus.
Lent reminds us that Jesus is still acting on our behalf. And Paul says that our hope is not nurtured
so much by anxiously waiting for Jesus to return, but by being grateful for and wisely using the gifts we have
been given. Matter of fact, Jesus calls us into fellowship with Christ and with one another, so that we might
share our gifts. Together we have every gift we need to testify to the graciousness of God. We are
stronger and more effective when we work together. Together we serve as the Body of Christ in the world
today.
Paul confirms that God is faithful even in the midst of our unfaithfulness. The God who called us into
fellowship will not turn away from us. Instead, God bestows gifts on us that are beyond what we could ask
or imagine. God is extremely gracious to us! We are to work together to spread God’s graciousness
around.
So, what spiritual gifts has God given to you? If you do not know what they are, ask someone.
Often others see our spiritual gifts before we do. You can also pray that God will show you what your
spiritual gifts are.
How do you plan to use your spiritual gifts? Where can you use your gifts? When might you use
your gifts? Who might you collaborate with in order to make the most of your spiritual gifts?
Paul assures us that our Creator is more faithful than we will ever be. And that is the gospel truth!
God’s Holy Spirit continually empowers us to be God’s people and to use our God-given gifts in order to
accomplish good works in Jesus’ name. That is our holy purpose during Lent- and always.

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the
green folder on the office window or e-mailed
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net

Carol Shreder
Larry & Marie Taylor
Bev West
Hans & Rose Marie Moeller
...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?

Attica Food Link Distribution:
We are getting ready to make more towel teddy
bears and are looking for donations
of hand towels. There will be a box
in the back of church for donations.
We can use any and all colors, even
prints. We would like them before
our next meeting on March 12th.
We thank you in advance for helping out with this project.

Tues. March 3rd
10am-12pm
St. Vincent’s School Aud.
Bring your own bags.

BIBLE STUDY Mondays @7pm in the lounge and Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the “Message” Reading for Sunday.
There is no better way to be ready for Worship than to study The Word of God!
Sunday Bible readings: The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.
NOTE: Wed. Bible Study will be meeting at 10:30am March 11th—April 1st
to accommodate those wishing to attend the Lenten Lunches at 12noon.
March 1:
Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7
Romans 5:12-17
March 8:
Genesis 12:1-4a
John 3:1-17 Isaiah 9.1-4
Romans 4:1-5
March 15:
Exodus 17.1-7
John 4:5-42

Psalm 32
Matthew 4.1-11
Psalm 121
Matthew 4.12-23

Psalm 95.1-7a
Romans 5:1-11

March 22:
1 Samuel 16.1-13
John 9:1-41
March 29:
Ezekiel 37:1-14
Psalm 130
John 11:1-45
Romans 8:6-11

Psalm 23
Ephesians 5.8-20

Spotlight on our youth
Congratulations to Emily Lovell who received the
Student of the Month Award in January.
Photo curtesy of Eric Lovell.

Congratulations to Dylan Kipfer & the Attica Boys
Varsity swim team for their 4th place finish at Sectionals on Feb. 14th. This is the first time the boys
team has placed higher than 7th! Many boys had
top 8 finishes which helped them secure their 4th
place finish.
Congratulations to the following Attica Central students on their 2nd quarter Merit & Honor Roll achievements:
Merit Roll
9th Grade
Emily Lovell
Honor Roll
5th Grade
Joshua Kipfer
Madelyn Perry*

7th Grade
Emily Peters*
Stephanie Silvernail*
8th Grade
Meg Baker
Anna Hopfinger

9th Grade
Sara Baker
Alyssa Jacoby*
Ben Kipfer

12th Grade
Dylan Kipfer

10th Grade
Livy Peters

Editor’s note: Sections of the alphabet were missing in the Penny Saver. Students listed with an * next to their name are
based on previous years as their sections were missing.

John West Scholarship Applications

It’s that time of year when graduating seniors who meet the criteria are encouraged to fill out an application for the John West Scholarship. Applications are available on the church office window & are due to the church office
no later than May 31st. They can be placed in the Memorial Committee mail
slot in the church office—to the right of Pastor Laurie’s office door.
The Memorial Committee will meet and then let the applicant know if they are
receiving a scholarship so they in turn can let their school guidance office
know and have it added to their list of scholarships they are receiving for graduation.
If you have any questions please feel free to contact the Memorial Committee.
Dunkirk Campers
The deadline for early bird registration for Dunkirk Camp is April 15th. There is a sign-up sheet
on the bulletin board leading to
the Christian Ed wing at the church. There is still plenty of time to sign up. Any questions
please feel free to contact Lynne Jacoby at (585)591-2958 or via
email djacoby1@rochester.rr.com

Christian Ed will be hosting the April coffee hour as a brunch to raise funds for Dunkirk campers.
Any past or future campers are encouraged to participate.

Easter Egg Hunt: during worship on Easter Sunday, April
12th.
March 8th, Church Picnic: the Confirmation Students will
help us run games.
Pre School: all staff are scheduled for a CPR class on April
2nd and sexual harassment training on April 23rd. The classes held a fire drill in the fall. Registration for next school
year is open now for current three year old students and
church members. March 7th is Open House and open registration.

February 16, 2020
Members present: Vicki, Lynne, Susan, Christine, Ruth.
Vicki opened with prayer.

$133 was raised during Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday. This money goes to our local food
pantry.

The Heifer fundraiser, hot cocoa and cookies raised $138.
Thank you to Vicki for the delicious cookies and running
this fundraiser. Thank you to all who purchased the treats!

June 7th – Confirmation reception. More discussion will be
held at future meetings.

Next meeting is March 22nd following worship.
Dunkirk Campers: early bird registration is April 15th.
Meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Campers and families will host a coffee hour after church
on April 5th. If you have any questions about camp or regisRespectfully submitted,
tration, please see Lynne.

Ruth Hopfinger, secretary

UCC One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
When we see suffering, we can become easily discouraged. One Great Hour of Sharing reminds us that
God can bring transformation to the direst of circumstances. God can use our shared resources to accomplish greater things than we could imagine doing alone.
When we give to One Great Hour of Sharing, we donate the seedling that grows into the tree that provides
both shade and bountiful fruit for years to come. We provide the teacher who trains about seed selection, so that
the good seeds multiply and can be shared. We give the
means of providing not only for one’s family, but also
one’s neighbors. Give generously to this UCC offering!
Offering will be collected March 1st & 8th.

How can $38,000 become $5.3 million?
A modern-day rendition of Jesus’ feeding the thousands with just a few loaves of bread and some
fish- helped 5,888 Chicago families wipe out their medical debt. Early in 2019, Chicago’s Trinity UCC
and UCC Justice & Local Church Ministries teamed up to enlist contributors from both within and beyond the UCC. They then worked with the New York based nonprofit RIP Medical Debt to buy the
debt at pennies on the dollar. Qualifying families were those earning less than two times the federal
poverty level and those facing insolvency with debts greater than their assets.
Unexpected medical debt is one of the largest causes of bankruptcy. Those families saddled with it
often make difficult decisions about reducing food purchases and cutting back on basic household
items. They may also lose their homes.
Last Fall, each family received a letter. Instead of receiving a notice that said, “Pay up or we’re
coming after you!”, they were joyfully surprised to read, “Your debt has been forgiven.” The UCC
hopes that this might become a launching pad to help others living at or below the poverty line in the
44 states currently served by UCC conferences and congregations.

CROP HUNGER WALK

The Church in Attica is sponsoring a walk
for hunger.
When: April 18th, 10am @ the park
Registration begins at the Park Gazebo at
9:30am
Walkers: Please “sign up”! Your “FOOT”
will be posted so people can pledge.
Pledge a walker, or several.
Look for the pledge table in the Narthex
starting Sun. Apr. 5th. Some of the proceeds
benefit our Attica Food Pantry.

Clip & return to Laurie Bellucci by March 29th.

2020 EASTER FLOWERS

________________________________________________________________________
EASTER LILLIES:
TULIPS:

White 

Red



HYANCINTHS:

White 

Pink



Yellow
Blue



$8.00



$6.00



$6.00

IN HONOR OF: __________________________________________________________
IN MEMORY OF: _______________________________________________________
NAME: _________________________________________________________________
DEADLINE TO ORDER FLOWERS:
Order flowers by to ensure requests: March 29th
Please make all checks payable to: Laurie Bellucci
Payment needed by April 5th

From the Church Historians
On Feb 18th, Your Church Historian’s (YCH’s) interviewed Howard Barraclough, a 50+ years
member of St. Paul’s.
YCH’s: “Howard, tell us how you became part of the St. Paul’s Family.”
Howard: “I came to the Attica area via Mom & Dad Phillips in Varysburg, Wesleyan
Methodists ~ they were farmers and told me to go back to school and I could live
with them, free. At school I met Bev Wilson, and her Mother, Elizabeth, who said
‘if you are seeing my daughter, you best go to church!’ (1953) and I also joined
the choir. I became involved in projects at St. Paul’s; the parking lot, moved the
furnace, downstairs…”
YCH’s: “Howard, what does St. Paul’s mean to you?”
Howard: “I got involved in lots of labor stuff ~ I did it because I love this place; St. Paul’s
means more to me than anything I’ve ever done, it is my lifeline.”
YCH’s: “OK Howard, this will be a l-o-n-g list, what activities/ committees have you been
part of or served on?”
Howard: “The Council (4 times), Choir (forever!), Pastoral Relations, Fund Raising for
the Education Wing—going to members homes to ask for a pledge. Activities like
the parking lot, taking the “Ryan” home down, the metal doors that were on the
back of the church.”
YCH’s: “What did you do for a living?”
Howard: “Frey’s, drove a cement mixer truck, and in Frey’s sand pit. They were great to
work for—and to borrow any equipment for church jobs.”
YCH’s: “What worship experience(s) do you look forward to?
Howard: “Easter~the weather is getting nicer. The Candlelight Service is beautiful, all
the services are special—some that tear at your heart.”
Howard, thank you for sharing your Faith Journey with us.
And for YOU, reading this interview, call us—591-1201 & share YOUR Faith Journey.
Your Church Historians,
Floss & Charles

Lenten Activities
The Church in Attica
Ash Wednesday Worship
February 26 @7pm
at the Presbyterian Church

— Devotions at St. Luke’s, Favor St. @ 12noon
March 4, 11, 18, 25: April 1
The Theme: “They Knew Jesus”
John—Jesus’ Mother, Peter, Judas and Mary Magdalene
YOU are Welcome, bring a Friend!

Palm Sunday worship at St. Paul’s
Sunday April 5th @ 10am

You’re Invited!
Maundy Thursday Meal
Thursday April 9th @ 6pm
Once again, we’re moving Maundy Thursday (April 9) worship into the
Fellowship Hall! We’ll share a pot-luck meal and then Communion
based on seder meal traditions. Meet at 6pm with a dish to share!

April 10th
TBA

Easter Sunday Worship
w/ Communion
April 12th @ 10am
There will be an Easter egg hunt for the
youth during worship.

Upcoming Fund Raisers
Youth Mission Group Fund Raiser During Lent

Please help us raise the money we need! 100% of your donation goes directly to your Youth! During Lent, we’ll have a display containing 100 envelopes. Each envelope has a dollar amount on it from
$1-$100. Select an envelope (or two), give the amount designated on the front, and place it in the offering plate.
If you want to remain anonymous, use actual money. If you don’t mind being acknowledged, use a
check- or write your name on the envelope, so that we can thank you. If all envelopes are returned,
we'll raise $5,050! Your generosity really adds up!
What if the envelope with your donation amount is already taken? Find two that add up to that
amount- and enjoy the extra treats!

Scrapbook Crop / Craft Day Social

Save-the-date:
April 25th 9am-9pm
Registration forms are on hallway bulletin board
& will be in the April Newsletter.

Thank you for helping our youth raise the needed funds to
attend the National Youth Event in Indiana!
NOTICE: The Church Council is currently exploring
options for notifying our Parishioners in the event of an
Emergency Closing as experienced on January 19th. We
are expecting to have a few options & ready for the April
Newsletter. There will be a paper for YOU to fill out
choosing how you will be notified. It is very important
that YOU fill out & return it so that we know how YOU
prefer to be reached on a Sunday morning.
~Thank you, The Church Council

Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. Pastor Laurie led
us in prayer.
Agenda reviewed and motion made by Debbie Best to
accept and seconded by Carl Wuest.
November minutes reviewed and motion made by Debbie Best to accept with corrections and seconded by
Carl Wuest.
REPORTS
TREASURER: Reviewed Proposed Budget for
2020. Tom Baker made motion to accept, seconded by
Dec. 17, 2019
David Williman. Budget for 2020 will be presented to
Congregation at Annual Meeting January 19, 2020.
Members Present- Marie Lowe, Lorraine Wolf, and
DEACONS: Discussed Christmas Eve Service. Lisa
Debbie Best
Neary responsible for January Deacon's responsibilities. Tentative "Summer Picnic" scheduled for March
Meeting was called to order at 6:40 pm.
8, 2020.
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer. The Nov. minutes could TRUSTEES: Lift to be installed on December
19th. Furnace fixed and updated. Cameras discussed
not be accepted as there was not a majority present.
and will be presented to Congregation at Annual MeetThere was not an agenda.
ing on January 19, 2020. A Solar Presentation will be
brought up at the Annual Meeting also.
Old Business- Christmas Eve Service was discussed.
PASTOR: The Pastor and Pastoral Relations CommitNew Business- Communion and counting sheets taken tee designate $14,000 of the 2020 Base Salary as a
housing allowance for Internal Revenue Service purcare of for the month of Jan. Lisa has Deacon’s
poses.
Responsibilities for Jan. Summer themed picnic was
nd
CHRISTIAN ED: Christmas play scheduled for Dediscussed, possible date is Feb. 2 , 2020. Deacon
cember 22nd and Birthday Party for Jesus following
Meeting Minutes to be reviewed for approval at next
meeting. Deacon report needed for the annual meeting service.
Motion to accept reports by Carl Wuest and seconded
that is scheduled for January 19th right after service.
by Debbie Best.
Next meeting- 1/19/2020 (briefly after annual mtg.)
OLD BUSINESS:
Meeting was adjourned at 6:48.
CPR course done. Went well. Instructor willing to do
twice a year if needed.
Respectfully Submitted,
DISASTER PLANS: Will do a medical emergency at
Debbie Best
Annual Meeting on January 19th.
BUDGET COMMITTEE: 2020 Budget approved and
will be presented to Congregation at Annual Meeting.
COPIER: Agreement signed.
NOMINATION COMMITTEE: Need one more Trustee.

NEW BUSINESS:
Annual Meeting January 29, 2020.
Counting Schedule set.

December 17, 2019

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. with Lord's Prayer.
Next Meeting: January 19, 2020 after Annual Meeting
February 18, 2020 at 6:30 p.m.

Members Present: Marie Lowe, Debbie Best, Lorraine Respectfully Submitted,
Wolf, Carl Wuest, Tom Baker, Marilyn Wilson, David Lorraine Wolf, Council Secretary
Williman, and Eric Lovell.
Members Absent: Lisa Knerr, Roy Ticen, Lisa Neary,
and Joanne Ripstein.

Floss Williman

16
Bible Study 7pm

Russ Wackenheim

23
Bible Study 7pm

Lisa & Jim Neary

15
Worship 10am
Confirmation

Linda Hughes

22
Worship 10am
Confirmation
Newsletter Deadline
CE Meeting

30
Bible Study 7pm

Tracy O’Neil

29
Worship 10am
Confirmation

Caorl Shreder

Livy Peters

9
Bible Study 7pm

2
Bible Study 7pm

Mon

8
Worship 10am
Church Picnic

Confirmation

Worship & Communion 10am

1

Sun

31

25
Bible Study 10:30am
Lenten Lunch 12noon

Lena Hopfinger

Eric Lovell
Wendy & Jim Walsh

24

18
Bible Study 10:30am
Lenten Lunch 12noon

11
Bible Study 10:30am
Lenten Lunch 12noon

4
Bible Study 10am
Lenten Lunch 12noon
Youth Mission Group 7pm

Wed

17
Deacons/Trustees 6:30pm,
Council 7pm

10

3
Food Link- St Vincent’s
Aud 10am-12noon

Tue

26
Bell Choir 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

Cris Mahoney

19
Bell Choir 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

12
Sisters in Faith 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

5
Bell Choir 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

Thu

27

Eric & Michelle Lovell

20

13

6

Fri

28

Doris Knab

21

Sharon Huynh

14

7

Sat

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org
March Calendar Items:
1
Communion
3
Food Link- St Vincent’s Aud. 10am-12noon
4,11,18,25 Lenten Lunch 12Noon, St. Luke’s
8
Church Picnic
11
Youth Mission Group
12
Sisters in Faith 6pm
17
Deacons/Trustees 6:30pm, Council 7pm
22
Newsletter Deadline

