
 

 

   
           
              

               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               
               

              
 Active Service 

 Jesus calls all believers into ministry.  To his earliest disciples, he was the ‘Lord of the Harvest’ 
because he sent out laborers to proclaim that the ‘kingdom of God has come near to you’.  The discus-
sion in the early church wasn’t whether or not believers should minister to others, but whether we’re 
Christ’s servants or slaves. 
 Jesus came so that we might have life and have it abundantly.  As our Good Shepherd, he calls 
us to come out of the sheepfold (comfort and safety) and follow him into the wilderness (risk and cost) 
where we trust in his provision.  As sheep, we’re expected to give wool, milk, and possibly our life, in or-
der to provide for the needs of the shepherd’s family.  Yes, there is both cost and joy to discipleship. 

 This summer, while you’re out enjoying God’s crea-
tion, consider the ways you might serve in the next 

year.  Ask the Holy Spirit where you should serve- and 
expect an answer.  When will you minister to others?  
How will you serve your congregation?  Who needs 

your help?  What gifts will you use? 
 Discipleship is always a balance between discernment and action.  It’s never waiting to see if someone 
else will step up, so you don’t have to.  And it’s not expecting only to do ministry ‘that won’t take very much time’. 
 Answering Christ’s call leads to active service.  It’s far more than just volunteering.  When one volunteers, 
all that is required is to show up and complete a task.  Active service takes work and dedication.   As the 
Body of Christ, one part can’t say to another part, “I do not need you”.  On the contrary, all members of the body 
are indispensable, so that all may care for the other.   
 St. Paul’s UCC is filled with great people.  We are followers of Jesus- and members of the Body of Christ 
in the world today.  We are God’s present day Christian laborers.  We’re to use our gifts and talents in meaningful 
ways.  We’re to do so, not to boast in our actions, or to receive praise and thanks, but to contribute to God’s 
Reign in the name of Jesus.   

We’re to be transformed by the renewing of our minds, so that we might discern our ministry.  We’re all minis-
ters; we all have ministry to perform.  As we pray and work, the Holy Spirit will transform us from one degree of 
glory to another.  Let us follow Jesus into the future ministry God intends for us. 

 
That said, as your pastor, I’ll never ask you to buy a gift card to ‘help someone in need’.  I’ll never text you, or e

-mail you, or message you to do this ‘because I’m currently too busy- or on vacation- and this is urgent’.  If some-
one contacts you in this manner, it’s a SCAM.  Ignore it.  Save your time and energy for actual service in Christ’s 
name.   
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...and others who are physically unable to join us.    

Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed? 

Bible Study groups will meet in our respective areas - 
unless we can't maintain safe social distancing.  Masks  
optional if fully vaccinated. If you have additional 
questions or concerns, contact the Convener: Lisa 

Knerr- Mon. evening, Charles- Wed. morning 
 

Mondays @7pm in the lounge  
Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room. 

Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the 
“Message” Reading for Sunday.  There is no better 

way to be ready for Worship than to study  
The Word of God!  

Sunday Bible readings:  
The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold. 

July 4 
2 Samuel 5:1-4,10; Psalm 48 or Ezeki-
el 1:28-22:5     
Psalm 123 
2 Corinthians 12:2-10     
Mark 6:1-13 
    
July 11 
Psalm 24    
Ephesians 1.1b-14  

 
July 18 
Mark 6:30-34,53-56     
Ephesians 2.11-22   

 
July 25 
John 6:1-14    
Ephesians 3.14-21    
 

August 1 
Psalm 51.1-2,10-12    
2 Samuel 11.26-12.13  
 

August 8 
Psalm 34.1-5    
Ephesians 4.25-5.2  
 
August 15 
Proverbs 9.1-6   
Ephesians 5.15-20      
 
August 22 
1Kings 8:(1,6,9-13),22-30,41-
43  Psalm 84 or  
Joshua 24:1-2a,14-18 
Psalm 34:15-22 Ephesians 6: 
10-20   John 6:56-69 

 
August 29 
Song of  Solomon 2:8-13   
Psalm 45:1-2,6-9 or 
Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
Psalm 15  Mark 7:1-8, 
14-23   James 1:17-27 

We are currently worshiping in-house at St. Paul's UCC. (This is subject to change if COVID cases increase.) Your 

Church Council is working to provide as safe as possible worship. Be here by 9:50am to hear lots of great music 

played by one of our organists. To connect virtually, the direct link to our YouTube Channel is: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi2hK62nkmeNAMJwMpchvJw 

We plan to be live on YouTube and Facebook around 10am on Sundays.  You'll also be able to watch the recorded 

videos at a later time on YouTube and Facebook. 

Giving Tree Volunteer 
Thank you to Marilyn Wilson for volunteering 

to be our new Food Pantry representative.  
We are looking for items to be placed on our tree. 
These can be any can goods or non perishable items.   
Place them in the back of 
church on our Giving Tree 
This will  help people in need 
in our community.  

Attica Food Link Distribution: 
 

 

August 3    

10am-12pm 

1st come 1st served  

 

 

Pre-portioned boxes will be placed in your vehicle.  

Please write down how many adults & children live in 

your household and put the paper on the driver’s 

side window.   

 



 

 

 

5/23/2021  Pastoral Relations Meeting Minutes 
 
The Pastoral Relations committee met Sunday, May 23, 2021 following church services.  Present:  Laurie Bellucci, Tracy 

O’Neill, Patricia Baker, Marie Lowe – Council President, and Pastor Laurie Heidenreich.  The meeting was opened with prayer 

from Pastor Heidenreich.    The committee discussed upcoming pastoral absences have been filled through appropriate 

resources.  Pastor Laurie shared her ability to visit with parishioners continued to be significantly limited by COVID-19 safety 

rules. The committee discussed recent updates to COVID-19 policies including adjustments to the mask policy. Ongoing 

discussions regarding COVID safety protocols will continue to be addressed and adjusted at the direction of the council.  The 

committee then closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer.  The next meeting is scheduled for August 22, 2021 following 

services.  Church members and guests are welcome to reach out to any Pastoral Relations Committee member with any 

concerns. 

 

 
UCC Strengthen the Church Offering 
The Strengthen the Church Offering supports 
leadership development, new churches, youth 
ministry, and innovation in existing 
congregations.  COVID-19 grants empowered 50 
churches to better serve their neighbors and their 
congregants gathering virtually.  Give generously 
using the envelope found in this Newsletter. 

On behalf  of  the council I wish to thank you for your support to St. Paul's over the past few 
months. We continue to be a strong and active church family. Our giving has continued to be steady 
as we remain on track with our budget. We continue to improve and upgrade our streaming 
capabilities and our security system. Outside clean up has begun and continues through the summer. 
We plan to resume pew communion in August.  We will start singing the last hymn on Sunday, June 
27th.  We continue to follow CDC, DOH and UCC guidelines regarding singing with the hope of  
resuming in August.  Our mask guidelines have been updated per medical recommendations. Masks 
are now optional for all ages.  Pew communion will begin in August.   
Council will continue to address these issues over the next few months.  
Thank you for 
your patience 
and support. 
Any questions 
please contact 
any council 
member 
  

Do you feel called to serve as a  

 
Lay Leader, Greeter or Usher? 

 
Please sign up on the bulletin board  

outside the sanctuary. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

July and August Notes 

 

July and August- beautiful summertime in WNY. Enjoy the outdoors but make sure you take some precautions and 
follow safety measures 
This is a good time to get outside and enjoy nature. Walking is an aerobic exercise that can improve your physical and 
emotion health. Walking has been shown to lower your risk of  heart disease, diabetes, depression and sleep issues, and 
can help you maintain a healthy weight. Before you start, make sure you have good supportive walking shoes. Carry a 
water bottle with you to stay hydrated. Walk with a friend- makes the walk more enjoyable and is also good to have a 
buddy in case you have any problems. Stretch before and after you walk to warm up your muscles 
 
Outside activities like swimming are enjoyable in the summertime. Make sure you know the area you are swimming in if  
you are by a pond, lake or ocean. Never swim alone. Do not dive into an area unless you know how deep it is. Make sure 
you use sunscreen and apply frequently. Stay hydrated- non caffeinated and non alcoholic beverages are preferred. 
 
Being outside also exposes us to insects- some of  which can cause problems if  we are stung or bitten. If  you have 
allergies, especially severe, make sure those with you know about it. Carry an epi-pen for severe allergies. Be careful 
around wooded areas and lush vegetation. Learn what plants like poison ivy, poison oak and poison sumac look like and 
avoid if  you are allergic. Cool compresses to areas of  exposure and rash will ease some symptoms. Over the counter 
medications like benadryl and calamine will sooth some symptoms. If  more severe symptoms, contact your health care 
provider for treatment. 
 
Be careful in the sun- limit direct sunlight during the hottest hours- usually 10-2. Wear a hat to protect your head and 
shade your eyes from the sun. Good quality sunglasses are recommended. Make sure you use sunscreen to all exposed 
areas- SPF 30 is recommended. 
 
Keep your brain active as you keep your body active. Our brain directs our every movement, sound and emotion. A 
healthy brain can concentrate, analyze, plan, learn, remember and feel. Feed your brain with a healthy diet and by 
engaging your brain. Play games, learn something new and stay connected with family and friends. Get 7-9 hours sleep 
each night. Make sure you stay hydrated- 6-8 cups of  water daily for better memory, concentration and reaction time. 
Solve puzzles like sudoku or crosswords to exercise and stimulate your brain. 
 
Enjoy all the fresh fruits and vegetables available this time of  year. Experiment and try different foods. 
 
July 1st- National Postal Worker Day- thank all our postal workers for the great job they do every day in all kinds of  
weather 
July 4th- celebrate our nation's independence 
July 7th- National Father Daughter Take a Walk Day- enjoy the time together as you stroll around 
July24th- National Cousins Day- call or text relatives and share this special family bond 
August 1st- Respect for Parents Day- a day to show these important people the impact on your life 
August 16th- National Roller Coaster Day- 
celebrate outside on one of  these fun rides 
 
Enjoy your summer! Stay safe! 
 



 

 

May 18, 2021 
Meeting was called to order at 7:04 p.m. by President, 
Marie Lowe 
Present:  Marie Lowe, Pastor Laurie, Marilyn Wilson, 
Deb Best, Laurie Bellucci, Lisa Neary, David Willi-
man, Chris Kipfer, Chris Eddy, Eric Lovell and Jeff 
Peters 
Absent:  Lorraine Wolf and Tom Baker 
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer. 
 

Motion to accept the agenda was made by Laurie Bel-
lucci, seconded by David Williman, passed. 
Motion to accept the April 2021 minutes was made by 
Chris Kipfer, seconded by David Williman, passed.    
Reports: 
Deacons – We discussed birthdays and anniversaries 
again and came to the same conclusion – to not put 
them on the tv screens prior to worship.  Discussed a 
summer picnic, possibly in August or September. Dis-
cussed having children be acolytes again and decided to 
wait a bit longer before we do that.  Discussed whether 
we will continue to meet in the summer – to be decided 
later.   
Trustees – Streamers have been taken down.  The fence 
in the back parking lot is going to be taken out since it 
is damaged beyond repair.  Some trees have been taken 
down.  IT department is looking at security cameras.  
Eric found a camera system at Home Depot for 
$380.00.  This will come out of the IT budget. 
Treasurer’s report – was reviewed. 
Christian Ed –  This committee has not met yet.  They 
are waiting until June 6 to meet and discuss the Pre-
school Director position that is currently open.  There is 
no internal interest so far. 
Pastor’s Report –  Nothing to report.   
Motion to accept all reports was made by Laurie Bel-
lucci, seconded by Deb Best, passed. 
 

Business: 
Service – there have been no complaints.  We discussed 
balcony usage and the sound for streaming live.  Eric 
will use the equipment he purchased previously to test 
the sound for streaming live to see if that will work out 
okay.  
 
Mask Guidelines – We discussed the guidelines for 
wearing masks.  Starting May 23, 2021, fully vaccinat-
ed people (2 weeks after final vaccination), age 12 and 
up, no longer have to wear masks in church.  All others 

(children 2 – 12) and unvaccinated people, must wear a 
mask and social distance.  Small Group meetings must 
meet in a well-ventilated room. 
 
Next meeting is June 15, 2021. 
Chris Kipfer made a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
seconded by Eric Lovell, passed. 
 
Pastor Laurie led us in the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lisa Neary 
Council Secretary 

 

May 18, 2021 
 
Members present were Marie Lowe, Lisa Neary, Deb-
bie Best, Laurie Bellucci and Marilyn Wilson. 
 
Meeting was called to order at 6:33 pm. 
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer. 
Agenda was reviewed, motion to accept by Marie and 
seconded by Debbie. Agenda was accepted. 
April minutes were reviewed. Motion to accept by Mar-
ilyn and seconded by Marie. April   minutes were ac-
cepted. 
 
OLD BUSINESS-   
      Revisited why we discontinued birthday and anni-
versary screens. We will cont. to not have them on the 
screens.  Summer picnic was discussed with possible 
dates in Aug. or Sept. depending on Covid 19 and 
guidelines. Layleaders were discussed briefly. 
 
NEW BUSINESS- 
      Discussed having children as acolytes again. We 
discussed the need to cont. taking temperatures and at-
tendance still. Discussed summer meetings, we will dis-
cuss further at next meeting. 
 
Next meeting is June 15, 2021 at 6:30 pm. 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:54 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Debbie Best 
Deacon Secretary 
 



 

 

Congrats to  Josh iand Emily for making Honor Rool for 3 marking periods this year— 
they are Academic Champions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

.The other picture of Josh in front of school sign is from the night he was inducted into NJHS. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
       
       
       
       
      

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Attica Sr. High School girls Track team.  
 1st time in school history they came in 1st place at Sectionals.   

          Pictured above Livy Peters.  Way to go Livy and your girl’s team.     
   



 

 

Christian Education Meeting 
June 6, 2021 

Jennifer, Lynne, Christine, Susan, Ruth, and Pastor Laurie were in attendance. 
Pre School – registration is open.  Laurie, church secretary, will respond to phone calls, refer 
parents to website, and mail out information as needed.   
We will advertise for a new teacher/director in the PennySaver and on Facebook. 
Dunkirk – there are 4 campers currently registered.  Lynne will mail out check to the camp.  
First campers go the last week of June.   
Jenn will make a sign up sheet for summer Sunday School and Nursery coverage. 
Next meeting will be July 11th, following worship. 
We closed the meeting with The Lord’s Prayer. 

UCCNY Annual Meeting/ 

UCC General Synod 

July 11-18, 2021 

 
 

New York Conference Annual Meeting Registration Guide 

http://bit.ly/AM2021SignUpDoc 

 
Expect something different this year for the Annual Meeting of the New York Conference. It will be 
virtual and will coincide with the General Synod keynote addresses and worship services. We will have a 
couple of hours each evening for both New York Conference events, as well as get linked to some of 
the most exciting things happening at General Synod. For now, our plan is: 
 
Sunday, July 11: NY Annual Meeting 3:30-5pm followed by the Opening Worship of Synod. 
 
Monday July 12: NY Annual Meeting 6:30-8pm followed by Synod Keynote address. 
 
Tuesday July 13: NY Annual Meeting 6:30-9:30pm (All UCCNY Business items that requires a vote.) 
 
Wednesday July 14: 6:30-8pm Workshops*, followed by Synod Worship 
 
Thursday July 15: 6:30-8:30 Movie Night! Grab your popcorn. We will watch “Kiss the Ground” to-
gether and then have a conversation about the film. 
 
Friday July 16: NY Annual Meeting 6:30-8pm followed by Synod keynote address. 
 
Sunday July 18: All NY Conference Worship (recorded) at 11am. Synod Closing Worship at 6pm. 
 
The total cost for all events of the week will be $125/person. 
*NY attendees will have access to the 50 recorded workshops of General Synod for six months. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ctHGf8N8NS-Pp3RxaDSkhdetELXQCN9yUt8C1ex-cMxt9NTpCz4YGDverAz5s0FylSR5khyBp2A8JY9rTcKg0ICAGuuXpMRKa365USRem-Fmgr08ofdRYo1ibpoBtZEpCwg6-0jqV21F58ToppnsAw==&c=YO_IR3Nf0AMerwVMkv77wWRVZ2-GN5l6_9gjmYQLqnTwJdcIMoZ-kw==&ch=hQxefclmOptr


 

 St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ 
11 Washington Street 
Attica, NY 14011 

St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street  
Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street. 

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am 
Sunday School  for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open! 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.” 
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich 

Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net 
Website:  atticaucc.org 

of  St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ, Village of  Attica 

Please make sure all newsletter  
submissions are in by this date.  In the green folder 

on the office window or e-mailed to:  
stpaulunited@verizon.net 


