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Cumulative Remembering
Do you remember the sermon message from last Sunday? What about the Bible readings that
were read? Or the hymns we played? Not a clue? Does that make you a spiritual ‘loser’? Is
worship just a big waste of time?
No. In 1885, German psychologist Hermann Ebbinghaus studied memory retention. He
discovered that humans tend to halve their memory of newly learned knowledge within a matter of
days or weeks. The steepest decline is in the first few hours. The information retained after the first
day has a better chance of staying with us for the longer term because the rate of forgetting slows
over time.
However, forgetting serves a purpose. The brain intentionally forgets the intricacies of daily living
in order to be able to function. Except for a few savants, most of us would become endlessly mired
in the countless, required daily details. We’d eventually be unable to operate at all.
And yet, there are things we need to remember. This is where repetition comes into play. If we
consciously review new material, we have a better chance of retaining it. The more often we review
it, the better our memory tends to be. Spacing out our reviews also helps us to retain new data.
A related concept is the use of memories. When we connect new information to something we
already know, we have a better chance of recalling it. This is because it’s the cumulative effect of
what we do or experience on a regular basis that forms us into the people we are.
This comes into play with worship. Even though we rarely retain the particulars, the whole act of
worship shapes us. The more we hear of Jesus’ generosity, the better chance we have of
becoming generous ourselves. The more we read of forgiveness in the Bible, the better chance we
have of forgiving ourselves and others. The more we encounter the idea of God’s unconditional
love, the better chance we have of acting accordingly.
The more we hear about Jesus’ inclusive behaviors, the more we trend towards inclusivity
ourselves. The more we hear about the Peace of Christ, the greater the chance we have of
embodying it. The more we read of Christ’s joy, the more we can encompass it in our lives. The
more time we spend learning about Christ’s sacrificial service, the more likely we’re to serve others.
The more we hear of Jesus’ faithfulness, the more we’re apt to be faithful. The more time we give
to gentleness and self-control, the better chance we have of imitating them. The more stories we
hear about kindness and patience, the more likely we’ll embrace them ourselves. The more we
actively participate in worship, the better chance we have of becoming like Jesus.
Worship shapes us into Jesus’ modern-day disciples. It helps us to act as the Body of Christ in
the world today. Jesus made worship a priority in his life. Let’s do the same in 2021.

Carol Shreder
Larry & Marie Taylor
Bev West
Rose Marie Moeller
Bubs Searle
...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?

$26 has been
collected for
squash! Thank
you for your
donations!
Facebook
If Paul Washington from St. Paul’s UCC asks
you to ‘friend’ him on Facebook, don’t
worry. We haven’t been hacked. Paul
Washington is a fictitious name we used to set
up a streaming account.
Due- January 3

s

If you’re the person in
any St. Paul’s UCC
Committee who’s
tasked with writing
the Annual Report for
that committee,
please e-mail your reports to
stpaulunited@verizon.net by January 3 for
inclusion in the Annual Reports booklet.
Thank you!

Souper Bowl of Caring- February 7th
The Souper Bowl of Caring empowers youth at
the time of the Big Game to help those in
need. On February 7, our youth will gather
“noisy money” (coins). All money collected will
be reported on-line to the Souper Bowl and then
given to the Attica Food Pantry. You may also
donate food items. Thank you for supporting
our youth and Food Pantry on Super Bowl Sunday.

Sunday Bible readings:
The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.

Bible Study groups will meet in our respective areas unless we can't maintain safe social distancing. We'll
need to wear masks. If you have additional questions
or concerns, contact the Convener: Lisa Knerr- Mon.
evening, Charles- Wed. morning
Mondays @7pm in the lounge
Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the
“Message” Reading for Sunday. There is no better way to
be ready for Worship than to study The Word of God!

January 3
Ephesians 1.3-14
John 1.9-18

January 24
Mark 1:14-20
1 Corinthians 7.28-35

January 10
Genesis 1.1-5
Mark 1:4-13

January 31
Mark 1.21-28
Psalm 111

January 17
John 1.43-51
1 Corinthians
6.12a,17,19-20

2021 Offering Envelopes are in
church mailboxes! If you aren’t
comfortable coming in to get yours,
stop by during office hours, call
Pastor Laurie & let her know you’re
here and she will bring them out to
you!

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
In Honor of:

From:

My Family
Blessings Received
Florence Williman, Jennifer Eddy
St. Paul’s
Our Parents: Joe & Loretta Huber, Nancy Nolan
Friends & Family
My Children, Grandchildren, Great Grandchildren
My Parents: Larry & Marie Taylor, Bev West
Marilyn Wilson

Laurie Bellucci
Charles & Dorothy Kellogg
Marie Lowe
Lisa Neary
Pat, Flo & Kathleen Nolan
Paul & Tracy O’Neil
Diane Storch
Mary & Michael West
Family

In Memory of:

From:

Kathy

Joe & Elaine Amedick
Thomas & Patricia Baker
Laurie Bellucci
Sharon Davis
Charles & Dorothy Kellogg
Pat, Flo & Kathleen Nolan
Paul & Tracy O’Neil
Diane Storch
Larry & Marie Taylor
Lorraine Wolf

Parents Larry, Grandma Youngs
Alice LeFort
Our Parents
Jeanie Thompson
Family
Howard, Floyd & deceased family members
Our Grandparents
Mom, Dad, Judy

Spotlight on our youth
During Red Ribbon week in Oct. at Attica
Elementary, Christopher Eddy & fellow forth
grade students wore tie-die & neon to say
“We’re Too Bright, so Peace Out Drugs!”

Jonathan Mest with friends from his kindergarten class wore red to “Take a Stand”
against drugs’.

Ruth Hopfinger’s second grade students learned about what
a role model is and discussed making smart choices so that
they could in turn be role models for others.

Emily Lovell & fellow high school Empowerment Club members participated in a Trunk or Treat event at Attica’s Memorial Park.

Spotlight on our youth

On Sunday December 13th, five of St. Paul’s Youth were able to make their
Confirmation that had been postponed since May due to the pandemic.
Congratulations & we welcome you as adult members of St. Paul’s !
Back L-R
Pastor Laurie, Emily Peters, Anna Hopfinger & Pastor Emeritus Charles Williman
Photo curtesy of
John Brandon

Front L-R Stephanie Silvernail, Sawyer West & Margaret (Meg) Baker

Congratulations to the following St. Paul’s students on their
1st quarter Honor & Merit Roll achievements:
Merit Roll
10th Grade
Emily Lovell

Honor Roll
6th Grade
Joshua Kipfer

11th Grade
Madison Eddy

8th Grade
Emily Peters
Stephanie Silvernail
9th Grade
Meg Baker
Anna Hopfinger

9th Grade
Sara Baker
Alyssa Jacoby
Ben Kipfer
Lauren West
11th Grade
Livy Peters

The Hanging of the Greens, November 29, 2020

Anna Hopfinger lights the
first candle of this Advent
season, the candle of Hope:
The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great
light.

St. Paul’s youth decorate the
sanctuary tree with ornaments
made during the annual advent
workshop on Nov. 22nd.

Fir Tree-Evergreen– The second symbol of Christmas shows everlasting life; the tree points upward
toward Heaven.
The Star-a Heavenly sign of prophecy fulfilled ages
ago; the shining hope of all mankind. Our thanks
for the star of Bethlehem.
The Candle-A mirror of starlight reflection.
Candy Cane-The shepherds crook used to bring lambs back into the fold: reminder
that we are all our brothers keeper.
Angels –angles announced Jesus’s birth to Mary, Joseph & the shepherds.
Photos curtesy of Ruth Hopfinger

2020 Youth Christmas Play
Based on the book Santa’s Favorite Story:
Santa Tells the Story of the First Christmas

Narrator: Pastor Emeritus Charles Williman
Fox: Emily Peters
Santa: Sawyer West
Animals: Eleanor Eddy, Charlotte & Emilia Perry
Shepherds: Christopher Eddy, Joshua Kipfer, Levi Perry
Angel: Madelyn Perry
Helpers: Meg Baker, Stephanie Silvernail & Anna Hopfinger

After the play, Pastor
Laurie cuts fresh growing wheat for the children to add to the manger in preparation of
Jesus’s birth.

Photos curtesy of
Becki Peters

Lisa Neary made motion to accept all reports and
seconded by Marilyn Wilson. Motion carried.

BUSINESS
Budget Committee: Lisa Neary, Susan
McPherson, Justin Kipfer. David Williman will see
if someone else interested to be on committee.
Virtual Council Meeting
November 17, 2020
Members Present: Marie Lowe, Lisa Neary,
Debbie Best, Laurie Bellucci, Lorraine Wolf, Chris
Kipfer, Jeff Peters, David Williman, Eric Lovell,
Joanne Ripstein, Marilyn Wilson.
Members Absent: Roy Ticen
Meeting called to order at 7:00 p.m.
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer.
Agenda reviewed. Motion made to accept by
Laurie Bellucci and seconded by Debbie
Best. Motion carried.
October minutes and minutes of a brief meeting
held in November other than usual Council
Meeting were reviewed. Chris Kipfer made motion
to accept minutes and seconded by David
Williman. Motion carried.

Nominating Committee: Will need two Deacons
and two Trustees. Christian Ed will need two and
one to fill unfinished term.
Update on screening Service: Eric Lovell advised
computer is back and working. Need to upgrade
sound system to improve sound. Jams gave
estimate of $1150.00 to refurbish
system. Discussion held on how to pay for. IT
money discussed but not enough to cover. Chris
Kipfer made motion to use money out of budget
for Dunkirk, which was not used this year, for
sound system. Laurie Bellucci seconded. Motion
carried.
Copier: Maintenance Agreement approved.
Lay Reader schedule for December: December 6,
13, 20, 27 and Christmas Eve. Will have it posted
in Church and notice in newsletter people can sign
up.

REPORTS

Counting Schedule: Need Council to sign up.

Treasurer: Report reviewed. Staying within
Budget.

Giving Envelopes: Discussed distribution. They
will be placed in mailboxes in back of Church for
pickup. Church front door is opened Monday
through Thursday. If do not want to come into
Church, Pastor Laurie willing to get them and
bring out to vehicle. Anyone can contact any of
Council and we will get them to you. Chris will be
putting information in Newsletter regarding this.

Deacons: Need sign-ups for lay readers. There
will be a supply minister for December 27, 2020.
Trustees: Emergency lights rewired, and battery
replaced, and County has been contacted to
inspect. John Brandon will be contacting
someone regarding an organ issue. David
addressing snow shoveling for Winter.
Christian Ed: Report reviewed.

Discussion held on taping music and bells to play
during Worship.
Received $325 from the Prospector for proceeds
received from turkey dinner in place of our
sauerkraut supper. Chris Kipfer made motion to
put this towards sound system refurbish and
seconded by Eric Lovell. Motion carried.

Pastor: Deacons have to get together to put
Christmas together. Need an undecorate
date. Continue Scripture on screen. Candlelight
Service November 22nd at 7 p.m. November 29th
will be Hanging of the Greens. December 6th is
Jeff Peters questioned if there would be singing at
Confirmation. Pastor will be on vacation on
Christmas. Discussion held. There is issue
December 27th.
regarding ventilation. Wyoming County
Department of Health will be contacted

again. Decision will be determined on what we
can do.

Next meeting December 15, 2020 at 7
p.m. (Deacons and Trustees will meet at their
individual meetings at 6:30 p.m.)
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. with Lord's
Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Lorraine Wolf, Council Secretary

Offering
Just a quick reminder that if you are not
comfortable attending weekly in-house
worship, there are ways you can continuing
giving:
1-mail your offering
2-drop your offering in the mail slot by the front
door at church
3--have your bank set up an automatic
payment to the church (they will cut a check &
mail it to the church-this is a free service)
The weekly amount needed to meet expenses
is $2404, your offering DOES make a
difference.

October 2020 Financials
Beginning Balance

11151.46

Income
Offering
Copier refund
Total Income

9435.97
99.00
9534.97

Expenses

954334

End of the month income/(loss)

(8.37)

Ending Balance

11143.09

The following is the list of reports included each year in the Annual Report Booklet. If
you are the person responsible for writing the report for your committee, please send
them to the church office no later than Sun. Jan. 3rd to ensure they will be printed in
the booklet.
Electronic copies are preferred (much easier to input & read!). Paper copies can be
placed in the Annual Reports folder hanging on the church office window. Please mark
the list if you put something in the folder. Thank you!

Annual Reports needed:
Previous year’s minutes-CK
Memorial Fund –received
John West Scholarship Fund –received
Investment Committee
Envelope Giving Report
Pastor’s Report –received
Membership Report
Local Mission Report
Pastoral Relations Committee –received
Sisters in Faith
Operating Fund
Property Improvement Fund
CE Financial Report
Giving Report: Additional Offerings
Deacons
Trustees
Christian Education Committee
Preschool +Financials
New Business
Proposed budget
Nominating Committee Report
Other:
Agenda

11
Bible Study 7pm

Stephanie Brazis

18
Bible Study 7pm

25
Bible Study 7pm

10
Worship 10am

Hannah & Hayley Hopkins

17
Worship 10am

24
Worship 10am
Newsletter Deadline

31
Worship 10am

Michael Valtin

Wed

26

Sara Baker
Carter Breedlove

19

12

5

27
Bible Study 10am

20
Bible Study 10am

13
Bible Study 10am

6
Bible Study 10am

Charles WIlliman

28

21

14
Sisters in Faith 6pm

7

Thu

Laura Colvenbach

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30

23

16

Pastor Laurie

9

Debbie Best
Mackenzie Miller

2

Sat

“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his
star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” Matthew 2:2 NRSV

Ruth & Anna Hopfinger

4
Bible Study 7pm

2020 Year end reports due

Tue

Epiphany: Choose to be guided by the star of Jesus.

Mon

Worship & Communion 10am

3

Sun

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org
January Calendar Items:
1
3
6
14
17
19
24

Happy New Year!
Communion; Annual Reports due
Epiphany (Three Kings Day)
Sisters in Faith 6pm
Annual Congregational Meeting
No Council Meeting
Newsletter Deadline

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the
green folder on the office window or e-mailed
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net

