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After travelling in the Holy Land for the first time, I began to read the Bible in a whole new way. I
read it geographically, as well as for what it tells me about God. I ask questions about why this event occurred where it did. I wonder at the distances Biblical people walked. I have a new appreciation for the
Holy Family’s trip to Egypt. I read the Bible with new eyes because of this awareness.
When Swiss theologian Karl Barth wanted to deepen his Christian faith, he decided to study the
Bible more seriously. He began engaging in dialogue with it. He asked questions. He searched more
intensely for its questions. He examined his preconceived answers in its light.
Barth began to see the conflict between his perceived norms and the claims the Bible had on his
life. He took its guidance more seriously, particularly when it conflicted with his own, which was most of
the time. He described his exploration as “The Strange New World Within the Bible.” It caused him to
look at the world in an entirely new way.
When we read the Bible, we tend to screen out those parts that threaten us. We lift up the sections that support what we already believe. This is called proof-texting. The Lectionary does some of
this for us. Due to regular contact with certain scripture passages, we become more familiar with them
than with other more controversial sections.
One of my Seminary professors challenged us students to someday preach on the texts that the
Lectionary omits. He didn’t expect us to do it right away, but he advised us to read through the excluded
parts and become more familiar with them. That way, we’d get a better picture of the diverse voices
which the Bible includes.
One exceedingly common Biblical viewpoint is that of the plight of the poor and oppressed. I rarely experienced these texts before I encountered them while in seminary. However, when those who are
currently poor and/or oppressed read those all too frequent Biblical passages, they hear the offer of hope
and liberation. They believe that God continues to side with the oppressed today.
This is a vastly different viewpoint than what we usually hear from the Scripture we’re routinely
fed. We need to move out of our comfortable bubbles in order to know God in a deeper way. If we’re
willing, life can provide us with countless opportunities to meet people whose different experiences and
understandings can open unseen doors and enrich our knowing.
The year 2020 reminds us to look at things with 20/20 vision. It offers us a new decade with which
to see things more clearly and fully. What new ways are we to imagine? Which new voices are we to
hear? What diverse concepts are we to embrace? How are we to become more like Jesus? Where
might we more fully bring about God’s ever-increasing Reign?

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the
green folder on the office window or e-mailed
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net

TOTAL NUMBER OF PEOPLE THE FOOD
PANTRY FED FROM OCT. 2018—OCT. 2019:

Carol Shreder
Bev West
Larry & Marie Taylor
...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?

Attica Food Link Distribution:
Jan. 7th
10am-12pm
St. Vincent’s School Aud.

PANTRY
4913
FOOD LINK 4141
TOTAL
9054
Pantry average monthly = 409
Food Link average = 345

Bring your own bags.

Souper Bowl of Caring- February 2nd
The Souper Bowl of Caring empowers youth at the time of the Big Game to
help those in need. On February 2nd, our youth will gather “noisy money” (coins). All money collected will be given to the Attica Food Pantry. You
may also donate food items. Thank you for supporting our youth and Food
Pantry on Super Bowl Sunday.

BIBLE STUDY Mondays @7pm in the lounge and Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the “Message” Reading for Sunday.
There is no better way to be ready for Worship than to study The Word of God!
Sunday Bible readings: The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.

January 5:
Matthew 2:1-12
Jeremiah 31:7-14 or Sirach 24:1-12
Psalm 72: 1-4,12-14 or Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9) 10-18
January 12: Baptism of Jesus
Isaiah 42:1-9
Psalm 29
Matthew 3.13-17 Acts 10:34-43

January 19:
Isaiah 49:1-7
John 1:29-42

Psalm 40.1-11
1 Corinthians 1.4-9

January 26:
Isaiah 9.1-4
Psalm 27:1,4-9
Matthew 4.12-17-25 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

Spotlight on our youth
Congratulations to the following Attica Central students on their 1st quarter Honor & Merit Roll
achievements:
Merit Roll
5th Grade
Madelyn Perry

Honor Roll
5th Grade
Joshua Kipfer

9th Grade
Madison Eddy

7th Grade
Emily Peters
Stephanie Silvernail

12th Grade
Connor Storch

8th Grade
Meg Baker
Anna Hopfinger

9th Grade
Sara Baker
Alyssa Jacoby
Ben Kipfer
Emily Lovell
10th Grade
Livy Peters
12th Grade
Dylan Kipfer

2019 Youth Christmas Play : A Christmas to Believe

The Narrators:
Anna Hopfinger &
Emily Peters
The Cast:
Back L-R: Madelyn Perry, Sawyer West (Joseph),
Meg Baker (Mary), Joshua Kipfer (shepherd) &
Stephanie Silvernail
Front L-R: Levi Perry (shepherd), Christopher Eddy Jr.
(shepherd), Eleanor Eddy & Charlotte Perry

Happy Birthday Jesus!
THANK YOU to Susan McPherson for putting the play together & Eric Lovell for doing the video
& making it available online: https://youtu.be/3WctHwdc_2w
Photos curtesy of Chris Kipfer

Please join us for our next meeting on Jan. 9th in the lounge. We will be making
plans for BINGO.

During coffee hour on Feb. 2nd there will be BINGO!
There is no charge for this event. Just come to play
& enjoy some snacks provided by Sisters in Faith &
maybe take home some prizes.
All ages are welcome!

Just a few reminders about our ongoing mission with gotsneakers:





new and/or slightly used sneakers which are cleaned up (NO SHOES!)
ADULT sneakers only please! gotsneakers does not accept children’s shoes.
place SNEAKERS in the box in the back of church
For each pair of sneakers we will receive $1-3 depending on their condition.

To date: 4 bags have been sent & $21.75 has been raised.
Pampered Chef Fund Raising Party to Benefit Youth Mission Group

Please join us on January 26th for a CHOPPED party. The fun begins
immediately after worship in the Fellowship Hall. Deborah Helser will be our
Judge, Hostess, and Consultant. During January, the Youth will also have
Pampered Chef catalogs. Please support them with your purchase. Thank You.

DAVE RAMSEY’S FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY
St. Paul’s UCC has a great opportunity this February for those who would like to take the stress out
of personal finances and learn more about God’s plan for managing money. We will be offering Dave
Ramsey’s Financial Peace University. Dave Ramsey is one of America’s most trusted financial gurus
and his video classes will walk through the basics of budgeting, dumping debt, avoiding pitfalls, saving money, planning for the future, and much more! This series will cover 9 lessons that will teach
you how to win with money and reduce the worry. The class will run one evening each week from
February 5th through April 1st 6:30-8:00. The cost for the course materials is $99.
More information can be found on the St. Paul’s website, atticaucc.org , under Ministries. To register
for the class, either email Justin Kipfer, jkipfer@rochester.rr.com , or go to the class link found on our
website by January 22, 2020.

Elmira College recognized Lena Hopfinger on the Dean’s List for
academic achievement for the fall 2019 sememster. Lena is a
nursing student at Elmira.
The dean’s list recognizes full time undergraduate students who
were registered for at least 12 credit hours and earned a term grade-point average of 3.6 or
higher. Congratulations Lena, St. Paul’s is proud of you!
Submitted by Charles Williman—found on elmira.meritpages.com

JANUARY NOTES

January- new start to the year and the month. Make this the year to make your health a priority.
--Schedule a routine medical exam
--physical exam
--routine lab work to check for diabetes, cholesterol issues, kidney status, thyroid problems and prostate
issues for men, EKG if over 50
--schedule a routine mammogram or prostate exam
--schedule colon cancer screening
--update immunizations especially tetanus
--update your medication list and carry with you, include allergies, pharmacy and prescribing provider
-Schedule a dental exam- clean teeth are important to overall health
-Start a fitness program- go slowly- ask your provider first for approval- start with stretches, light hand
weights and/ or walking. Doesn't matter what you do, just increase your activity
-Evaluate your diet- attempt to get more fruits and veggies, less processed foods and red meats
- Quit smoking
-Evaluate your stress level- prioritize activities and work. Keep a balance in your life
-Modify your alcohol intake
-Do an assessment regarding your mental health status- depression and anxiety issues can be very
subtle and impact your overall health
-Take time to enjoy life and all the beautiful things around you.

From the Church Historians
St. Paul’s is a year older (as are we). We enhanced our history in 2019, adding four 50 year
members!
The Trustees enhanced our building, replacing a 30+ year old elevator with a high-tech one.
A special “Thank You” to Steve Ripstein and Carl Wuest who did the ‘prep’ work—rather than
outsourcing it, saving St. Paul’s quite a sum of money.
As we look to 2020, we (the congregation) will continue witnessing to the presence of God in
our midst.
May the Spirit and Power and Love of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be and abide with the
family of St. Paul’s.
Love Your Church Historians,
Floss & Charles

Council Meeting Minutes
November 19, 2019
Members Present: Marie Lowe, Debbie Best, Lorraine Wolf, Carl Wuest, Tom Baker, Lisa Neary,
and Marilyn Wilson.
Members Absent: Lisa Knerr, Roy Ticen, Joanne Ripstein, David Williman, and Eric Lovell.
Meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. Pastor Laurie led us in prayer.
Agenda was reviewed and motion made to accept by Lisa Neary and seconded by Debbie Best.
October's Minutes reviewed and motion made to accept by Debbie Best and seconded by Marilyn
Wilson.
REPORTS:
Treasurer Report: Reviewed and discussed.
Deacons Report: Reviewed and discussed November 24th Candlelight Service.
Trustees Report: Ben Kipfer will be doing snow shoveling and fee of $15.00 an hour was approved. Carl Wuest advised lift area set for lift to be installed. Lift ordered.
Pastor Report: Church of Attica will be hosting the soup supper the Tuesday before Thanksgiving at
the Methodist Church to rededicate Food Pantry for next year.
Christian Ed: Nothing to report.
OLD BUSINESS:
Safety & Security: Ongoing.
Disaster Plans: A mock medical emergency drill is tentatively scheduled to be explained and conducted at the Annual Meeting in January.
CPR Class: Scheduled for December 9, 2019 at 5:30 p.m.
AED Pads: Received and are in AED machine. Cost was $85.00.
NEW BUSINESS:
Nominating Committee: There are three vacancies to be filled. One Deacon, one Trustee and one
for Christian Education.
Budget Committee: Meeting to be held November 24th after Church Service.
Candlelight Service Money: Decision made to place these funds into Property Improvement.
Copier Agreement: Submitted and approved.
Annual Meeting Date: January 19, 2020. Reports due by January 5, 2020.
Counting Schedule: Set
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.
Next Meeting: December 17th at 6:30 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Lorraine Wolf
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org
January Calendar Items:
1
5
6
7
8
9
19
26

New Year’s Day- Office Closed
Communion, 2018 year end reports due
Epiphany
Food Link- St Vincent’s Aud 10am-12noon
Youth Mission Group
Sisters in Faith 6pm
Annual Meeting, Newsletter Deadline
Youth Mission Group Pampered Chef
Fundraiser- after worship

Please EMAIL
all 2019 reports
to the church
no later than
Sun. 1/5

