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Spiritual Maturity
It’s a well-established fact that we humans use only a very small portion of our brain capacity. This is also true of our
spiritual capacity. We have almost limitless possibilities for growth, yet we take advantage of only a small portion of them.
What would it look like if everyone associated with St. Paul’s UCC studied the Bible with others? We currently offer two
Bible Study opportunities- one during the day and one in the evening. The evening Bible Study convenes on Mondays at
7pm in the Lounge. The daytime Bible Study assembles on Wednesdays at 10am in the Multi-Purpose room. If neither of
these times are convenient for you, gather a few friends at a time that works for you. You can meet at the church- or at
someone’s home. Speak with me if you have questions.
What would it look like if everyone of us took time to read at least one book or attend a learning event on some aspect of
the Christian life? The New York Conference offers two possibilities. You can sign-up for the weekly Happenings newsletter (communications@uccny.org) where you’ll find out about book studies and other educational events. (I’m currently participating in a fascinating book study “The Warmth of Other Suns”.) The Conference also has a membership at Practical
Resource for Churches (https://www.prcli.org/). They offer book studies as well as free webinars on a myriad of topics.
Jesus calls us to grow in service to God and others. Have you found your niche, your place in the life of our congregation where your gifts are being utilized, where your spiritual growth is being addressed, where your faith is maturing, where
you are both witnessed to and afforded the opportunity to witness to others? If so, that’s wonderful! If not, what’s holding
you back?
Jesus wants to be our guide both when we’re young and when we’re older. Like him, we’re to be spiritual people as well
as physical people. Like him, we’re to help bring about God’s Reign. Like him, we’re to be inspired by God’s Holy Spirit.
When we’re too preoccupied with our own selves, we fail to follow in Jesus’ footsteps. We allow the world’s louder voices to dictate our time. We wear ourselves out with busy-ness. We dedicate too much time to ‘business as usual’.
Weekly worship calls us back to the spiritual things of God. It reminds us that we’re not alone on our journey. It provides us with examples of faithfulness to Christ. It reconnects us with what’s really important. It launches us forward in our
spiritual life.
As Christians, we’re to walk the Christian talk. Today, thank God for those who’ve been a blessing to you.
Invite someone to walk with you- as together you mature spiritually. Encourage others by being kind, praying for them,
speaking appreciative words, and by being a faithful presence. Search out those who need your help. And grow closer to
God in all of this.

As we approach cold and flu season and increasing COVID cases in the area, we want to continue to keep our
congregation healthy. If you have been exposed to a suspected or confirmed case of Covid, please stay home
and worship with St Paul’s virtually for 2 weeks. If you are having any cold/flu symptoms please stay home.
We want to have the option to stay mask-free as long as possible. As always our
policies may change as local and state guidances change.

Carol Shreder
Bev West

Larry Taylor

...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?

Have you noticed the new
Church banner?
Thank you to the children and
teachers in the Sunday
School class for this
new addition
to our
Sanctuary.

Attica
Food Link
Distribution:
Atttca Presbyterian Church
February 2
10am-12pm
Inside—1st come 1st served , Bring your own bags
This will be for the
next six month period.
Sponsored by Attica Food Pantry

We are currently worshiping in-house at St. Paul's UCC. (This is subject to change if COVID cases increase.) Your
Church Council is working to provide as safe as possible worship. Be here by 9:50am to hear lots of great music
played by one of our organists. To connect virtually, the direct link to our YouTube Channel is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi2hK62nkmeNAMJwMpchvJw
We plan to be live on YouTube and Facebook around 10am on Sundays. You'll also be able to watch the recorded
videos at a later time on YouTube and Facebook.

Sunday Bible readings:
The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.
Feb 6
Isaiah 6.1-9a
Luke 5.1-11 74-75
Bible Study groups will meet in our respective areas unless we can't maintain safe social distancing. Masks
optional if fully vaccinated. If you have additional
questions or concerns, contact the Convener: Lisa
Knerr- Mon. evening, Charles- Wed. morning
Mondays @7pm in the lounge
Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the
“Message” Reading for Sunday. There is no better
way to be ready for Worship than to study
The Word of God!

Feb 13
Jeremiah 17.5-8
Luke 6.20-27
Feb 20
1 Corinthians 15:42-49
Luke 6.27,31,35-38a
Feb 27
Luke 9.28-36

Basket Raffle

Its Registration Time Again
Youths interested in attending Dunkirk Camp
this summer should register by April 15th in order
to take advantage of the “early bird” discount
and church-funded scholarship.

Christian Education is asking for donations
from the congregation to support a basket raffle
we will be hosting in conjunction with the
Pancake Breakfast taking place
on February 27th.
Proceeds will help fund scholarships for this
summer’s Dunkirk
campers.
If you can give, please leave
donations in the back of the
narthex by the 20th.

See Tom Baker for details.

Do you feel called to serve as a

Lay Leader, Greeter or Usher?
Please sign up on the bulletin board
outside the sanctuary.
Souper Bowl of Caring- February 13
Our youth will collect your “noisy money” (coins)
on Super Bowl Sunday.
All money collected will support the Attica Food Pantry.
The total will be reported to the Souper Bowl website.
You may also donate food items.
Thank you for supporting our youth and Food Pantry
on Super Bowl Sunday!

REMINDER: February 5 and April 23 - Scrapbooking Dates at St. Paul's
The Youth Mission Group will be offering Scrapbooking opportunities this Spring.
Amenities include: Carry-in help, 3 meals, afternoon snack, networking, fellowship,
meeting the youth you're supporting, and the use of the elevator lift!
The cost is $40 for twelve hours from 9am-9pm or $25 for a half day.
Thank you in advance for supporting our Youth!

February Notes
February brings us Valentines Day- we think of hearts and love. It is also American
Heart Month and draws awareness to heart health . Cardiovascular ( heart and
circulation) illness causes over 800,000 deaths yearly between heart attacks and strokes.
Quick action can reduce severity and deaths. Warning signs of heart attack: *Chest
discomfort- uncomfortable pressure,squeezing,fullness or pain in chest * Discomfort in
upper body- arms, back, neck, jaw or stomach * Shortness of breath not experienced before * Cold sweat, nausea,
lightheadedness. Don’t wait- call 911
Signs of stroke using FAST: F- facial drooping. A- arm weakness. S- speech difficulty T- Time to call 911
Feb 4- Wear Red Day to call attention especially to womens heart disease
Childrens Dental Health- sealants make sense and can reduce Carie’s on permant molars by 80%. Get your kids/
grandkids teeth checked
Wise Health Consumer Health- Americans spend more time researching car and appliance purchases than health plans
or providers. Take time to research the best plan for you. Do not hesitate to question tests recommended- make sure
you understand results and treatment plans.
World Cancer Day draws attention to the worldwide campaign for cancer care. Approximately 1/3 of cancers can be
prevented by various screening tests; 1/3 of cancers can be cured if detected early. This campaign draws a need to close
the gap in cancer care by raising awareness and education.
Feb 17- Random Acts of Kindness Day- make kindness the norm. Send an uplifting text, gracious driving with smile
and wave, include intentional moments of kindness and laughter daily, go outside your comfort zone to make someone
smile, share a compliment, treat someone to cup of coffee, reconnect with someone.
Stay safe- you are an invaluable member of this church and the world

**********************************************************

Pancake Breakfast
When: February 27th
Time: 9am to noon
Cost: $10.00 all you can eat
Menu: Pancakes, sausage, fashnachts, mixed fruit,
Juice, coffee and milk

Annual Meeting
January 16, 2022
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer.
Meeting was called to order with a quorum of 39 established.
Present council members were asked to stand to be
acknowledged.
Susan McPherson made a motion to adopt the agenda.
Jeff Peters seconded the motion. All in favor. Motion
carried.
A motion to approve the prior yar annual meeting
minutes was made by Ruth Hopfinger, seconded by
Becky Peters. All in favor. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
Floss Williman made a motion to accept the 2022 Financial report as presented. Jean Wirth seconded the
motion. All in favor. Motion carried.
Committee Reports
Susan McPherson made a motion to accept all church
reports as submitted. Seconded by Becky Peters. All
in favor. Motion carried.
Old Business
Church safety- we are still in the process of working on
safety protocols. We will present them to the congregation when complete.
COVID – We are doing well and hopefully after time,
things will be return to normal.
New Business
On February 6th, the balcony will re-open for congregation members. We ask that there be no chatting during
the service so that it is not picked up by the online live
stream.
2021 Budget
Jeff Peters made a motion to adopt the 2022 budget as
presented. Motion seconded by Jennifer Eddy. All in
favor. Motion carried.
Nominating Committee Report
Deacons: Lorraine Wolf, Mary West
Trustees: David Williman
Christian Ed: Becky Peters, Tom Baker
Memorial Committee: Chris Kipfer
Investment Committee: Justin Kipfer
Pastoral Relations: Bev Meyers
Deb Best volunteered to run as our second Trustee.
Charles Williman made a motion to close the nominations and accept the slate of officers. Seconded by Lani
Brandon. All in favor. Motion carried.
Concerns –
Diane Storch is concerned about the number of hours

Eric Lovell puts in as the church’s media minister. And
thinks something should be done to help him out. His
stress level is high and he has no help so he has to be
here every Sunday. Diane doesn’t think this is fair and
would like the council to consider helping him out
somehow.
Diane Storch would like the church choir to be able to
have bulletins for church services. She has talked to
many of the choir members and they agree that having
a church bulletin would help them know what’s going
on.
Beck Peters is concerned about taking our candles outside to sing at our Christmas Eve service. She said she
understands that at the height of COVID this was the
only way to be able to sing but for the last two years
we’ve done this, bring the glow of Christmas outside
has not worked due to the weather. She prefers we stay
inside as we have in previous years.
John Brandon is concerned about 2017 versus today.
In 2017, there were 69 offering envelopes. This year
there were 65 envelopes. ¼ of the finances in 2017
came from 10 envelopes while ¼ of this year’s finances
came from 5 envelopes. We are relying on fewer people. Weather we try to get more people to come to
church or by some other means, something needs to be
put in place to keep our church going.
John Brandon also mentioned the lights behind the
rainbow is flickering.
Lisa Neary read and reviewed the minutes to this meeting. Bev Meyers made a motion to accept the minutes
as read. Steve Ripstein seconded the motion. All in
favor. Motion carried.
Marie Lowe thanked council for their hardwork. Newly
elected council will need to meet after this meeting.
Motion to adjournal the meeting was made by Jeff Peters and Ruth Hopfinger seconded the motion. All in
favor. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Neary

Pew Moving Pictures

Opps, it didn’t fit around the corner

The movers were:
Dave Williman, Chris Eddy, Christine Kipfer,
Jeff Peters, Tom Baker, Ralph Wirth, Dave

McPherson, Dylan & Ben Kipfer &
Eric Peters.

The pews have been moved
to the hallway.
Thank you all that helped!
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the pink folder
on the office window or e-mailed to:
stpaulunited@verizon.net

