
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica 

 The following is from an “UCC Roots” article sent out electronically by the National setting.  It denies 

the notion that the current church decline is something new that never happened before.  It challenges 

the belief that in the past, churches never died.  And that up until now, everyone went to church all of 

the time.  In fact, the Church didn’t continually increase and flourish even in the past. 

 

 Congregational settlers in colonial New England fled Europe in the 1600s seeking religious freedom.  Unfortu-

nately, over time, religious concerns faded.  Clergy were honored, but few people were church members and 

religious beliefs were thin.  By the mid-1700s, some preachers began holding revivals to rejuvenate Christianity.  

Their efforts paid off. 

 A key leader in this “Great Awakening” movement was Jonathan Edwards (1703-1758).  Edwards was born in 

East Windsor, CT; attended Yale College and served as a Congregational pastor in Northampton, MA (1726-50) and 

Stockbridge, MA. (1751-58).   In 1741 he preached a famous sermon entitled “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry 

God”- comparing human beings to a spider suspended by God over the pit of hell.  His message was sobering, but 

his preaching was electrifying.  People became concerned about salvation. 

 Scholars consider Edwards one of the most brilliant theologians in American history.  Not because of his dramatic 

sermon, but because Edwards realized that people were cut off from God.  His preaching and writing expanded 

awareness, encouraging people to recognize human limitations (sin) and cultivate new relationships with God.  Ed-

wards insisted that that salvation was a Divine gift.  He wrote passionately about love and communion with God, en-

couraging people to leave egotism behind. 

 

 Much like in Edward’s time, we are cut off from God.  Religious beliefs seem to be thinning.  Many 

are turning to science rather than God.  They have been taught that one must be able to prove every-

thing one believes.  If you can’t see it, it is not real.   

 As a result, religious concerns have faded- or are unfortunately being used as weapons of blame 

and shame by those who believe in an Angry God. Fewer people feel the need to be church members.  

Additionally, our society continues to lift up the individual as more important than the group.  Detractors 

erroneously label anything that challenges their right to do what they want to do when they want to do it

- as Communism or Socialism.   

 Jesus asks us to leave all of that behind.  We aren’t created to do life alone.  We need God.  Jesus 

invites us to develop a stronger relationship with our Triune God.  He teaches us to care for and about 

others.  He wants us to love who God made us to be rather than distract ourselves with lesser things. 

 The past has shown us that we can reverse church decline.  But it’s going to take all of us working 

together with God to do so.  What are you willing to do for Jesus and with Jesus to more fully reconnect 

all humanity with God in this time and place?   



 

 

  
  

  
 

  

 
 

 
 

 

St. Paul’s Youth Mission Trip 
Cookie Fund Raiser 

On February 10th, St. Paul’s 
Youth will be selling Valentines 
cookies to raise funds for their 
Summer Mission Trip to 
Philadelphia.  Two frosted heart 
shaped cookies will cost $1.00.  
Please plan to generously 
support our youth! 

Sunday Bible readings: The first reading is italicized; 

the message text is bold. 
 

Bible Studies meet Mon. @ 7pm in the St. Paul’s lounge 

& Wed. @ 10am in the MPR 
 
 
 

February 3: 
Jeremiah 1:4-10  Psalm 71:1-6 
Luke 4:21-30       1 Corinthians 13.1-13 
 
  
February 10: 
Isaiah 6:1-8     Luke 5:1-11    
Psalm 138  1 Corinthians 15.1-11  
 
February 17: 
Jeremiah 17:5-10    Psalm 1:1-3 
Luke 6:17-26   1 Corinthians 15:12-20  
 
February 24: 
Genesis 45:3-11          Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 15 
Luke 6:27-38        1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50 

Please consider organiz-
ing with some friends or 
family to host a monthly 
coffee hour so that we 
can continue to enjoy 
that time of fellowship.   

Betty Watson               Carol Shreder 

Bev West 
...and others who are physically unable to join us.    

Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed? 

Please make sure all newsletter  
submissions are in by this date.  In the 

green folder on the office window or e-mailed 
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net 

Attica Food Link Distribution: 
 

Feb. 5th 

10am-12pm 

St. Vincent’s School Aud. 

 

Bring your own bags. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring empowers youth and 
unites communities around the time of the Big 
Game to help those in need.  On February 3rd 
our youth will use cans to collect money which will 
be given to the Attica Food Pantry. There will be a 
collection can on the Ushers table through Sun. 
Feb.10th.  You may also donate food 
items.  Thank you for supporting our youth and 
food pantry on Super Bowl Sunday. 

No regular meeting in Feb.  

We will meet on Sat. Feb. 2nd to 

make the cookies for our fundraiser. 



 

 

 

 

FEBRUARY NOTES 

 

 

 

February is the month of Valentine’s Day—a month for kindness.  Think about expanding how you show 

kindness, especially to people you don’t know (yet). 

 More smiles—smile at three or more strangers today—will make you feel good 

 Coupons for others—leave unused coupons next to matching products 

 Helping hand—return shopping carts for people at the stores 

 “thanks” - send a thank-you card to emergency personnel, firefighters and police  

 Coffee kindness—pay it forward—buy coffee for the person behind you in line 

 

American Heart Month—learn the symptoms of heart attack and stroke—”time is muscle”.  Learn CPR 

basics.  Keep your heart healthy—maintain normal blood pressure and cholesterol, reduce your intake of 

fats and heavy carbohydrates, limit your alcohol intake, quit smoking and increase your activity/ exercise. 

 

Feb 1st—Wear Red Day in support of Heart Day 

 

Cancer Prevention Month—get your mammogram, colonoscopy, prostrate exam and skin exam.  Use 

sunscreen when outside.  Eat healthy—veggies and fruits, less red meat, decrease alcohol intake and 

quit smoking. 

 

Feb. 2nd—Groundhog Day—The celebration started in Christianity as the day (Feb. 2nd) when 

Christians would take their candles to the church to have them blessed.  This, they felt, would bring 

blessings to their household for the remaining winter.  If, according to German lore, the hedgehog saw 

his shadow on Candlemas Day there would be “Second Winter” or 6 more weeks of bad weather.  Today 

Groundhog Day is a day to take everything a little less seriously, and break up the winter monotony.   

 

Feb. 14th—Valentine’s Day—there are various legends of the origin of Valentine’s Day –today is s a 

day when people express their affections for one another.   

 

Feb. 18th—President’s Day—President’s Day is now popularly viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. 

Presidents, past & present. 

 

Other holidays in Feb:  

 Declutter for a Cause—clean out & donate 

 Library Lovers Month—visit your library and enjoy a good book! 

 Pet Dental Health Month—keep your pets healthy 



 

 St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ 
11 Washington Street 
Attica, NY 14011 

St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street  
Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street. 

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am 
Sunday School  for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open! 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.” 
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich 

Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net 
Website:  atticaucc.org 

of  St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ, Village of  Attica 

Upcoming dates to remember… 

February Calendar Items: 
2  Youth Mission Group-  
  Make Fundraiser Cookies 10am 
3  Communion, Coffee Hour 
5  Food Link- St Vincent’s Aud 10am-12noon 
19  Deacons, Trustees 6:30pm; Council 7pm 
17  Newsletter Deadline 
23  WNYACIC Educational Event 8:30am-4pm 
 

 

The WNYACIC Winter Educational Event is on 
Feb 23, 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM.  Three workshops 
will be offered: Civilian Response to Active 
Shooter Event, "Kid's Escaping Drugs" Small 
Groups, and the "Welcome Initiative".  Please 
let Pastor Laurie know if you are interested in 
attending. 


