
 

 

 of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 

 This article is adapted from When the Center Does Not Hold: Leading in an Age of Polarization by David 

Brubaker.  He teaches organizational studies at Eastern Mennonite University.  He’s also consulted on organizational 

development and conflict transformation in the U.S.A. and in a dozen other countries.    

 

 We live in an increasingly polarized and anxious age.  Differences of opinion are everywhere.  The difficult part of 

this is that congregational conflict is more common than most Christians realize.  We need to learn how to survive and 

even thrive in this environment.  Because although divisive conflict can tear us apart, creative conflict can edge us toward 

growth.  

 Struggle over power and authority seems to be at the heart of most congregational conflicts.  Every human being 

needs to feel some power and control over their life.  Those who have little power and control in everyday life tend to 

bring this need to church.  Conflict in churches often grows quickly since our faith is at the center of who we are.  

 Conflict becomes divisive when a system polarizes.  The two ends of the spectrum are unable to hold together 

competing truths or realities.  A classic example is the ongoing battle between those who advocate for individual freedom 

and those who call for community responsibility.  These are essentially expressions of the fundamental human need for 

both autonomy and affiliation.  

 Three of the most destructive conflict behaviors are avoidance, belligerence, and contempt.  While temporary 

withdrawal from a conflict situation can be constructive, chronic avoidance generally leads to relational deterioration.  

Belligerence from one party tends to escalate conflict and invite hostility from the other party in return.  Contempt may be 

the most destructive conflict behavior, in any relationship.  

 By contrast, the three most constructive conflict behaviors are engagement, openness, and respect.  When we 

engage with openness and respect, we can transform the relationship.  The challenge isn’t to “resolve the conflict” 

between two perspectives but to “manage the polarities” that exist.  Even in a highly polarized environment, there will be a 

significant-sized group in the middle.  That group is generally able to embrace both ends of this artificial dichotomy.   

 This middle group is often best able to live with the polarities- because they can receive the truth that each end of 

the spectrum is advancing.  If this critical middle group can help each end hear the others’ voice, then a respectful 

coexistence will be maintained, and the likelihood of a schism is remarkably low.  However, too often, this middle group 

becomes targeted as a ‘recruitment’ group.  It becomes a difficult place to be when either one or both ends resort to 

destructive behaviors, as name calling, belittling, shaming, and/or blaming result. 

  In this season of holidays, it is good to keep this in mind.  We don’t need to speak out on every controversial 

issue.  But when we do, we should self-define by first listening and then calmly stating our core values.  Our goal is to 

manage the polarities rather than resolve the conflict.    



 

 

 
 

 
   
 

Carol Shreder  Larry & Marie Taylor 

Bev West   Rose Marie Moeller 

Bubs Searle 
...and others who are physically unable to join us.    

Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed? 

Bible Study groups will meet in our respective areas - 
unless we can't maintain safe social distancing.  We'll 
need to wear masks.  If you have additional questions 
or concerns, contact the Convener: Lisa Knerr- Mon. 
evening, Charles- Wed. morning 

 
Mondays @7pm in the lounge  

Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room. 
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the 

“Message” Reading for Sunday.  There is no better way to 
be ready for Worship than to study The Word of God!  

Sunday Bible readings:  
The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold. 

December 6 
Peter 3.8-15a    
Psalm 85.8-13  
 

December 13 
1 Thessalonians 5.16-23    

John 1:6-16  
 
 
 
 

December 20  
Children’s Program 
 

December 24 
Luke 2.1-20 
 

December 27  
Marsha Tolman 

Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF Thank You 
 

St. Paul’s UCC and PreSchool raised 
$103.57!  The money you raised can provide 
100 bars of soap and vaccines for two 
children.  Thank you for your generosity! 

UCC Christmas Fund 
The Christmas Fund Special Mission Offering 
allows us to care for active and retired clergy and 
lay employees of the United Church of 
Christ.  Your gift will assist pastors in need, 
supplement small annuities and health premiums, 
provide emergency grants, and deliver Christmas 
“Thank You” gift checks to low-income retirees. 
This is your opportunity to participate in God's 
promise of renewal by enabling this ministry of 
compassion and care.  Thank you! 

Due- January 3 
 

If you’re the person in 
any St. Paul’s UCC 
Committee who’s 
tasked with writing 
the Annual Report for 
that committee, 

please e-mail your reports to  
stpaulunited@verizon.net by January 3 for 
inclusion in the Annual Reports booklet.  T 
hank you! 

Facebook 
If Paul Washington from St. Paul’s UCC asks 
you to ‘friend’ him on Facebook, don’t 
worry.  We haven’t been hacked.  Paul 
Washington is a fictitious name we used to set 
up a streaming account. 

 
Attica Food Link Distribution: 

 

Thurs. May 5th  

 

10am-12pm 

 

St. Vincent’s School; 

 

Attica Food Pantry Entrance –off East Ave 

s 

mailto:stpaulunited@verizon.net


 

 

 

‘Very UCC’ virtual Advent and Christmas videos 
 

Eleven digital hymns, a pageant of lessons and carols, and a full Sunday worship service will be 

offered on-line.  The hymns will be incorporated into a Christmas Eve pageant of lessons 

and carols that will be streamed via Facebook and YouTube at 3:30 p.m. EST Dec. 24.   A 

movie, “A Very UCC Christmas: 2020,” will premiere on those same platforms Sunday, Dec. 27, at 10 

a.m. ET .  It will also include some of the hymns as well as a “national staff Christmas pageant”.  It will 

offer a real look at church life in 2020, hold hope for the Christ Child in the world, and allow us time to 

worship with our siblings across the United Church of Christ. 

Let’s try something new to benefit our Food 
Pantry Giving Tree!  On Black Friday 
(November 27), set up a box or a bag in your 
home.  Add one item that day.  Add an 
additional item each day for the next eleven 
days.  Bring the twelve items with you on 
December 13.  We’ll make sure they get to the 
Food Pantry in time for Christmas!   
Some ideas: cereal, peanut butter, jelly, mac & 
cheese, rice, pasta, spaghetti sauce, chicken 
noodle soup, crackers, canned 
vegetables, canned fruit, applesauce. 



 

 

Meeting  Minutes November 8, 2020 

Meeting was opened with prayer led by Susan.  All 

members were present. 

Upcoming Events: 

 Advent Workshop – November 22nd.  

Committee members stated which ornaments will 

be made.  All Church members are welcome to 

attend.   

 Confirmation Sunday – December 6th.   

Chris will order the gifts.  Susan will set up.  We will 

serve cake, punch, and coffee. 

 Christmas Program – December 20th.  

Children will act out the book, “Santa’s Favorite 

Christmas”, directed by Chris.  Children will be 

forest animals and a Santa.  Teachers will work 

with children during Sunday School on the songs. 

We will have practice after worship on Dec. 13th. 

Following the Dec. 20th program, we will host a 

birthday party for Jesus. Committee members will 

bring cupcakes and milk.   All are welcome to join in 

the celebration.   

Pre School – The teachers were reinstated for the 

school year:  Kerri James Zehler and Deb Bender 

as the teachers,  Amy Pariso and Marilyn Wilson as 

the substitutes.  The class had a fire drill and fire 

safety lessons in October. 

Our next meeting is set for December 13, 2020 

following worship. 

The meeting was closed by reciting the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruth Hopfinger 

 
 

Our adaptation of the story ‘Santa’s Favorite Story: 
Santa Tells the Story of the First Christmas’ by Hisako 
Aoki & Ivan Gantschev. 
 
This will NOT be lived streamed due to copywrite 
restrictions.   
 
If you have any stuffed forest dwelling animals, CE 
would LOVE to borrow them!  Please label them & 
drop them off at church by 12/13 please & thank you! 

Sun. Dec. 6
th

 during worship 

 

Join the 5 Confirmands & their 

families in the fellowship hall for a 

brief receptions following worship. 



 

 

 



 

 2020 Candle Light Memorial Service Dedications 
  

 

In Loving Memory of:    Given By: 
Sally Eck       The Mahoneys 
Grandparents, Parents,    Steve & Joanne Ripstein 
Brother & Sister 
Jim & Loved Ones     Deb Bender 
Dad & Howard      Debra Kirsch 
Howard & Helene Soanes,    Alan & Helen Soanes 
Dorson & Lina Baker, 
Leeta Werner 
My Parents      Howard Barraclough Jr. 
Kathy Koers      Danielle, Kyle, Waylan & Finley Paganello 

Norman A. Embt     Joan B. Embt 
Grandparents      Tim & Cheri Phillips 
Shirley Morris, James Corby   Max & Mary Alice Morris 
Family Members     Howard & Muriel Herman 
Parents, Larry, Grandparents   Laurie Bellucci 
Jeanie M. Thompson     Pat, Flo & Kathleen Nolan 
Dad, Grandpa, Aunts & Uncles,   The Lovells 
Uncle Howard             
Mom & Dad      Lisa Neary 
My Family Members     Marilyn Wilson 
Mark Hopfinger      Hopfinger Family 
Parents       John & Arlene Brandon 
Relatives who passed     Dorothy & Chuck Kellogg 
Our Parents      Arlon & Martha Mengs 
My Husband & Family Members   Ardyth Van Valkenburg 
Betty Haynes, Alberta Simons   Bill & Peggy Simons 
Howard & Floyd      Diane Storch 
Judy Wolf       Lorraine Wolf 
Family-Marilynn Ripstein,    Wendy Walsh    
  
Children & Grandchildren 
Family that passed away    Roger Glor 
Kent Bates       Jeannie Bates 
Kathy Koers      Mom and Dad 
Norm, Flo & Bob Glor,     Mano Ripstein 
& Helen & Charles Ripstein 
Chester & Betty Watson    Steve Watson 
Dennis Turton      Cathie Turton 
Parents, Brothers & Sisters,    Ann Wilson 
Howard & Grandchildren 



 

 
In Honor of:      Given By: 
Our Family      Steve & Joanne Ripstein 
Mom        Deb Bender 
Mom        Debra Kirsch 
Laura & Lee Ann     Howard Barraclough Jr. 
Mom, Dad, Sisters, Grandkids   Tim & Cheri Phillips 
Children, Grands & Greatgrands   Howard & Muriel Herman 
My Family       Laurie Bellucci 
Parents;        Pat, Flo & Kathleen Nolan 
Joe & Loretta Huber, Nancy Nolan 
Eric, Michele & Emily     Ann Wilson 
Mom, Nana, family     The Lovells 
My Family & St. Paul’s    Lisa Neary 
All My Family      Marilyn Wilson 
Our Children Lani, Kimo & Linsey,  John & Arlene Brandon 
Our Grandaughter Keone 
St. Paul’s People      Dorothy & Chuck Kellogg 
Our Children & Grandchildren   Arlon & Martha Mengs 
My Sister Natalie     Ardyth Van Valkenburg 
My Family      Diane Storch 
Norman Ripstein     Wendy Walsh 
Ed & David Brown      Diane Brown 
Mr. & Mrs. Bey,      Ed & Sharon Bey 
Mr. & Mrs. Baetzold  
Our Grandchildren     Joe & Elaine Amedick  
& Great Grandchildren      
Our Family       Mano Ripstein 

 
For Blessings Received: 
Steve & Joanne Ripstein    Debra Kirsch 
Ralph & Jean Wirth     Howard Barraclough Jr. 
Joan B. Embt      Tim & Cheri Phillips 
Howard & Muriel Herman    Marie Lowe 
Laurie Bellucci      Pat, Flo & Kathleen Nolan 
Ann Wilson      The Lovells 
Lisa Neary       Marilyn Wilson 
McPhersons      Charles & Florence Williman 
Hopfinger Family     John & Arlene Brandon 
Dorothy & Chuck Kellogg    Arlon & Martha Mengs 
Bill & Peggy Simons     Diane Storch 
Lorraine Wolf      Roger Glor 
The Kipfer Family     Wendy Walsh 
Joe & Elaine Amedick     Cathie Turton 



 

 

 
 
 
 
December Notes 
 

December is the beginning of the winter months. This year especially, we must take extra precautions to 
keep ourselves and others safe. Due to colder temperatures, we are inside more. Take this time to 
continue good health practices- eat healthy, stay hydrated and try to get regular exercise. Even walking 
outside for 10 minutes will improve your health , both physical and mental. Make sure you get the 
influenza vaccine to reduce severity of this illness. If you are over 50 and/ or have health issues such as 
diabetes, high blood pressure, respiratory problems  or heart disease, you should get a pneumonia 
vaccine.  Get adequate sleep.  Wash your hands frequently. Remember during this pandemic to continue 
to social distance and wear a mask to protect you and others. 
 
Be mindful of listening well- a big part of being a good communicator is being a good listener. Hearing 
the words and understanding what the other person means and feels are vital skills to nurturing healthy 
relationships. Truly focus on what is being said. Try not to interrupt and don’t appear judgmental. 
Conversation is an important part of healthy relationships so try to listen well and you will find you can 
learn so much more about  people and their inner selves. 
 
Special days in December 
 
 1st- World AIDS day- learn more about this disease and what you can do to help 
 
 7th-Pearl Harbor Day- take a moment to reflect on our military and history 
 
 10th- Chanukah begins- learn about this important aspect of the Jewish faith 
 
 25th- Christmas- really reflect on the day and the incredible gift we have been given 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday Dec. 24th @ 11pm 



 

 
 

 

 

2021 Offering Envelopes are in 
church mailboxes! If you aren’t 
comfortable coming in to get yours, 
stop by during office hours, call 
Pastor Laurie & let her know you’re 
here and she will bring them out to 
you! 

The church council is requesting that you please bring 
a small candle snuffer with you to Christmas Eve 
worship.  We would like to keep everyone safe & 
healthy during the holidays by preventing blowing 
candles out after worship.   
If you do not have one Ushers will be in the back of 
the church to extinguish your candle for you.   
Thank you for your co-operation. 
  -St. Paul’s Church Council 

Mitten tree gifts MUST be returned to church on or before Dec. 
6th.  Please remember to return ALL gifts unwrapped. 
 
The gift drive can always use stocking stuffers: toiletries, hair 
items for girls, crayons, other small items.   
 
They can also use: coloring books, rolls of scotch tape and 
wrapping paper—no gift bags please.  These extra items can be 
returned in plastic bags.   



 

 

October 20, 2020 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:05 pm. 
 
Members Present:  Marie Lowe, Debbie Best, 
Lorraine Wolf, Laurie Bellucci, Joanne Ripstein, 
David Williman, Eric Lovell, Chris Kipfer, Jeff 
Peters, and Pastor Laurie. 
 
Members Absent:  Roy Ticen, Marilyn Wilson, and 
Lisa Neary. 
 
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer. 
 
Agenda was reviewed and approved. 
 
September minutes reviewed.  Motion made by 
Chris to accept minutes and seconded by Joanne.  
All approved, motion carried. 
 
REPORTS: 
Treasurer:  Reviewed.  It was questioned if 
Sunday offerings covering expenses.  Chris 
advised seems to be okay.  Some Sundays more 
and some less, but balances out. 
 
Deacons:  Communion Cups were ordered and 
received.  Have 250 cups in Usher's closet. 
 
Trustees:  Hand dryers to be ordered.  One of 
amps on Sound System blown.  Eric advised have 
to get a digital receiver.  Eric and David to handle.  
Snow removal will be worked on. 
 
Pastor:  Questioned status of permission forms for 
youth to be photographed/streaming during 
Church Services.  Motion made by Chris to use 
form and seconded by David.  All approved, 
motion carried. 
Confirmands will do Hanging of the Greens.  A 
sign up sheet will be posted for families to sign up 
for Advent Wreath lighting. 
Christmas Eve Service:  There will be no blowing 
out of candles due to COVID-19.  Ushers will be in 
back of Church and use candle snuffers to put out 
candles as congregation leaves. 

 
Christian Education:  Halloween Party will be 
October 25th.  Treat bags will be made and cider.  
Asked Council's permission to have Advent 
Workshop on November 22nd, regular traditional 
reception with punch and cake for Confirmation on 
December 6th and Christmas Program using 
Santa's Favorite Storybook.  Discussion held and 
Laurie made motion to approve all David 
seconded.  All approved, motion carried. 
 
Motion to accept all reports made by Laurie, 
seconded by Debbie.  All approved, motion 
carried. 
 
BUSINESS: 
Virtual Services:  Eric advised problem is with new 
computer.  Computer returned and going to be 
fixed.  Wireless microphone working but better 
sound on lectern. 
 
Squash:  Discussion held regarding squash left 
from last year and applesauce.  Notice will be put 
in newsletter to see if anyone interested in taking 
it. 
 
Candle Light Service:  Discussion held regarding 
candles, setting up cross and whether to have 
bulletins with dedications or place in newsletter.  
Decision made to put dedications in newsletter 
and have names of dedications scrolling on TV 
during service.  Same procedure will be done for 
poinsettia dedication. 
 
Newsletter:  Discussion held regarding a 
newsletter request.  Tabled until more information 
received. 
 
Lay Reader:  Open up to Congregation.  
Confirmands scheduled for Lay Reading through 
November 22nd.  Need one for Candle Light 
Evening Service. 
 
Counting Schedule:  Discussed. 
 
Questions/Concerns: 
 
Discussion held regarding mask wearing during 
service.  Motion made by Jeff that masks to be 
worn into and out of Church and once seated, 
mask may be removed with social distancing.  
Seconded by David.  Majority approved, one 
opposition.  Motion carried. 
 
 



 

 

A request was made to have Treasurer's Report 
put back into newsletter.   
 
Budget and Nominating Committee will be 
discussed at next meeting. 
 
Debbie contacted AA regarding meetings.  No 
response, will contact again. 
 
Next meeting scheduled for November 17, 2020 
at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Chris made motion to adjourn meeting, Debbie 
seconded.  All approved, motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:16 p.m. with Lord's 
Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Lorraine Wolf, Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 

Special Meeting of the Church Council 
November 5, 2020 

 
Members Present:  Marie Lowe, Roy Ticen, 
Debbie Best, Lorraine Wolf, Laurie Bellucci, 
Joanne Ripstein, Marilyn Wilson, David Williman, 
Eric Lovell, and Chris Kipfer. 
 
Members Absent:  Jeff Peters and Lisa Neary 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m. 
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer. 
 
Eric Lovell gave an update on computer for virtual 
worship.   
 
Marie contacted Steve Perkins at the Wyoming 
County Department of Health regarding procedure 
for wearing masks in Church.  He advised for 
Churches, masks be worn, maintain six feet apart 
and have good ventilation.  Upon seating, family 
clusters and individuals could remove masks upon 
sitting.  However, the Department of Health 
recommends that masks not be removed but worn 
all the time due to enclosed building and poor 
ventilation in Churches. 
 
Discussion held regarding mask wearing due to 
increased COVID-19 cases and concerns brought 
to Council. 
 
Roy made a motion to return to wearing masks all 

the time in Church.  Seconded by Marilyn.  Vote 
taken and majority ruled that masks be worn 
entire time while in Church.  Motion carried. 
 
Chris made motion to adjourn meeting and Laurie 
seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Meeting adjourned with Lord`s Prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Lorraine Wolf, Council Secretary 

October 2020 Financials  

  

Beginning Balance 11136.13 

  

Income  

Offering 9641.00 

Copier use 18.90 

Total Income 9659.90 

  

Expenses 9644.57 

  

End of the month income/(loss) 15.33 

  

Ending Balance 11151.46 

Offering  
 

Just a quick reminder that if you are not 
comfortable attending weekly in-house 
worship, there are ways you can continuing 
giving: 
 

1-mail your offering 
2-drop your offering in the mail slot by the front 
door at church 
3--have your bank set up an automatic 
payment to the church (they will cut a check & 
mail it to the church-this is a free service) 
 

The weekly amount needed to meet expenses 
is  $2404, your offering DOES make a 
difference.  



 

 St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ 
11 Washington Street 
Attica, NY 14011 

St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street  
Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street. 

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am 
Sunday School  for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open! 

 

“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.” 
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich 

Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net 
Website:  atticaucc.org 

of  St. Paul’s United Church of  Christ, Village of  Attica 

December Calendar Items: 
 
6  Communion, Confirmation 
10  Sisters in Faith 6pm 
15  Church Council 7pm 
20  Children’s Program 
 Birthday Party for Jesus 
24  Christmas Eve Worship 11pm 
25  Holy Christmas- Office Closed 

Please make sure all newsletter  
submissions are in by this date.  In the 

green folder on the office window or e-mailed 
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net 


