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Sacred Time
This article was adapted from an article by Cameron Trimble (cameron@convergenceus.org).
In her book, Turning to One Another, sociologist Margaret Wheatly says: "Sacred experiences give us what we
need to live in this strange yet wondrous time. We need as many sacred moments as we can find. We invite
these moments when we open to life and to each other."
Our Bible reminds us that we live in both the ‘already’ and the ‘not yet’ of God’s Reign. 2020 helped us to see this
much more clearly. A world ordered by continuity, uniformity, and repeatability is dying away. New possibilities ordered
by discontinuity and multiple associations are emerging.
However, living in this ‘not yet’ time is difficult! The good news for Christians is that our Savior supplies us with
the capacity to leave behind that which no longer works and instead embrace that which is to be. When we are feeling
stressed, he gives us hope. When we are lonely, he sits with us to comfort us. When we are ready to move forward, he encourages us to do so.
Indeed, Jesus’ Great Commandment reminds us that not only do we have a Savior who loves us and whom we can
love, but we are also gifted with neighbors who can travel with us as we journey on these difficult roads. God made us for
each other. Research shows that humans say they are happier when they admit that God is in their life. People also report
greater happiness when they consistently reach out to help others. We are healthier when we love God and our neighbor because now our life has purpose.
Studies also show that we’re only fully human and healthy when we’re in community. Life is all about being in relationship. The quality of our lives depends upon the quality of our relationships. We currently see this most avidly with those
who are residing in Nursing Homes and Assisted Living facilities. With the current need for Social Distancing, they aren’t
faring as well as they did when loved ones could visit in person. We also hear it from family members who can’t be there for
loved ones who are hospitalized.
It’s during times like these that we need to find community with our Triune God. God can be there for us when others can’t be. God knows what we need when no one else has a clue. God can transform lonely or frightening times into sacred time.
God doesn’t abandon us in difficult times. Our Triune God is for us all of the time. So, connect with God when
you’re unable to connect with family or friends. Turn to our Savior when you’re feeling alone. Allow the Holy Spirit to lift
you up in these rapidly changing times.
God isn’t a replacement for other healthy relationships. We need both God and our neighbor. But inviting the sacred into our ordinary- can make a big difference on how we fare in stressful times.

Keys, Keys, Keys
Council is requesting everyone who
has a church ke contact Laurie Bellucci. Council is updating list of who
has key access to church building. Call
the church office
@ 591-2705 to
leave your name.

Carol Shreder
Bev West

Larry & Marie Taylor
Rose Marie Moeller

...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?

UCC One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
If you haven't already donated to One Great
Hour of Sharing, please use the envelope included with this newsletter. Give generously to
this UCC offering!

It's that time of the year for
Durkirk Camp. Registration
for 2021 Summer Camp
programs is now available and
if you register by April 15,
2021 you will receive the Early
Bird discount of $25.00. Please remember this
could change at any time due to covid-19.
Attica Food Link Distribution:
April 1st
10am-12pm
Attica Veteran’s Park
Pre-portioned boxes will be placed in
your vehicle. Please write down how
many
adults & children live in your household and put the
paper on the driver’s side window.
Any questions, contact an Attica Lion.

We are currently worshiping in-house at St. Paul's UCC. (This is subject to change if COVID cases increase.) Your
Church Council is working to provide as safe as possible worship. Masks are required at ALL times while in the
building. Check in with an usher upon arrival. Be here by 9:50am to hear lots of great music played by one of our
organists. To connect virtually, the direct link to our YouTube Channel is:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi2hK62nkmeNAMJwMpchvJw
We will now be live on YouTube AND Facebook around 10am on Sundays. You'll also be able to watch the
recorded YouTube video at a later time.

Sunday Bible readings:
The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.

April 4

April 18

April 11

April 25

Psalm 118.1,14-17
Mark 16.1-8

Bible Study groups will meet in our respective areas unless we can't maintain safe social distancing. We'll
need to wear masks. If you have additional questions
or concerns, contact the Convener: Lisa Knerr- Mon.
evening, Charles- Wed. morning
Mondays @7pm in the lounge
Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the
“Message” Reading for Sunday. There is no better way to
be ready for Worship than to study The Word of God!

John 20.19-22,30-31
Acts 4.32-35

1 John 3.1-3
Luke 24.36b-53

Supply Pastor

Maundy Thursday Worship- 7pm
April 1
Maundy Thursday worship will be in the Sanctuary.
It will not be streamed due to Bible
copyright restrictions.
https://nrsvbibles.org/index.php/licensing/
Deacon Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2021
Members present were Marie Lowe, Lisa Neary, Debbie Best, Laurie Bellucci, and Marilynn Wilson.
Meeting was called to order at 6:35 pm.
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer.
Agenda was reviewed, motion to accept by Marie and seconded by Marilyn. Agenda was accepted.
Dec. minutes were reviewed. Motion to accept by Lisa and seconded by Marie. Dec. minutes were accepted.
OLD BUSINESSMarcia Tolman will be leading services on Apr. 25 th, Sept. 26th, and Dec. 26th 2021. Need to find ordained minister to lead service
on July 4th. Laurie will explore this. Installation for new member committee will be on Feb. 28 th , this will be discussed with council.
50 year members’ celebration will be 10/3/21. Laurie will send out notice.
NEW BUSINESSAnnual meeting minutes need to be in Deacon binders. Communion elements need to be reordered (500 to be reordered). There
will be no Maundy Thursday service this year. Next meeting will be held at 6:00 pm. to revisit membership list.
Next meeting is March 16, 2021 at 6:00 pm.
Meeting was adjourned at 7:04 pm.
Respectfully Submitted,
Debbie Best,
Deacon Secretary

Earth Day- April 22
Our Creator made the Earth look really nice. There are things we can do to keep God’s creation looking
nice.
Reduce: shut off lights that aren’t needed, unplug things that are done charging, use rechargeable batteries
when possible, shut off the running water when you’re brushing your teeth
Reuse: use washable plates and eating utensils, use both sides of a paper before you recycle it, take your
own material bags to the store (remember to wash them periodically)
Recycle: buy items that use minimal packaging which can be recycled, stay current with what can be
recycled and where, make recycling at home easy with separate bins
Refuse: avoid one-use plastics, products that harm the environment
Plant: native trees and flowers. They provide insects and birds with food, shelter and proper habitat to
reproduce. Some great choices include alyssum, basil, butterfly bush, fennel, lavender, marigold, oregano,
verbena and yarrow.
Pick up: litter- and don’t add to it!
Check out: Creation Justice Ministries at ucc.org
Love, care, action- it’s what the world needs right now. Help heal our planet.
*********************************************************************
Congratulations to the following St. Paul’s students on their 2nd quarter
Honor & Merit Roll achievements:
Merit Roll
8th Grade
Stephanie Silvernail

Honor Roll
6th Grade
Joshua Kipfer

9th Grade
Meg Baker
Anna Hopfinger

10th Grade
Emily Lovell

8th Grade
Emily Peters

10th Grade
Alyssa Jacoby

Ben Kipfer
Lauren West

11th Grade
Elizabeth Peters

April Notes
April- Easter and springtime- a time of awakening our souls and bodies
World Health Day on April 7th- a day the world is starting a campaign for a fairer, healthier world. Some of the topics will be to
improve access to better health care, assist with improving living conditions, promote improved economic conditions and
healthier environment. All these factor into a healthier area which filters to a healthier and cleaner world. In this past year with
the pandemic, multiple areas of concerns have been exposed. The World Health Organization is striving to improve the overall
health of people and the environment so everyone has access to clean water, food and health care. Supporting this
organization's goals are an important part of our Christian faith.
April is Alcohol Awareness Month- the pandemic has increased the number of alcohol and drug related injuries and deaths.
People who suffer from these addictions have less opportunities for counseling and treatment this past year. If you are
concerned about yourself or someone else regarding increased alcohol use, take the FAST test- here are the 4 questions
1. How often do you have eight or more drinks on one occasion?
2. How often during the past year have you been unable to remember what happened the night before because you had been
drinking?
3. How often during the past year have you failed to do what was normally expected of you because of your drinking?
4. Has a relative or friend, doctor or health worker been concerned about your drinking or suggested you cut down?
__ Never __ Less Than Monthly __ Monthly __ Weekly __ Daily or Almost Daily
Scoring 0 Never 1 Less than Monthly 2 Monthly 3 Weekly 4 Daily or Almost Daily
A minimum score of 3 on the first question, or combined score of at least 8 signifies hazardous drinking
Please contact health professional for help if you or a loved one has a problem- help is available
Parkinson's Awareness Month- Parkinson's is a progressive disease which is characterized by tremors, slow movements, rigid
muscle, postural instability and change in speech and writing.
Treatment is possible to slow the progression; early detection is important.
Stress Awareness Month- this was established to call attention to stress and the impact on our daily lives. Learning to cope
with our stress and finding healthy ways to deal with these situations can go a long way in living a healthy and positive
life. Recognize when you don't have control, and let it go. Don't get anxious about situations that you cannot change.

Take control of your own reactions and focus your mind on something that makes you feel calm and in control. This may
take some practice, but it pays off in peace of mind.
April is also testicular cancer awareness month. Testicular cancer affects men between 15 and 44. It is easily detected
and treated. Stress the need to the men in your life to do self exams and report any unusual swelling or lumps.
April is also Humor month- after all the problems of the past year we need something to raise our spirits. Humor is the
best medicine. Scientific research now indicates that the curative power of laughter and its ability to relieve debilitating
stress and burnout may indeed be one of the great medical discoveries. Through laughter, we can reduce stress and
pain levels, which strengths our immune system and recharges our bodies.

St. Paul’s IT department is looking for more persons to train on live streaming and videoing
during our church service.
If you have any questions or are interested, contact Media Minister Eric Lovell at
stpaulattica@gmail.com

December 15, 2020
Members present: Marie Lowe, Joanne Ripstein, Chris
Kipfer, Eric Lovell, Laurie Bellucci, Lisa Neary, Deb Best,
Lorraine Wolf
Absent: Roy Ticen, David Williman, Jeff Peters, Marilyn Wilson
Meeting called to order at 7pm
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer
Agenda reviewed. Motion to accept by Laurie Bellucci and
seconded by Eric Lovell. Motion carried
November minutes were reviewed. Motion to accept by Joanne Ripstein and seconded by Eric Lovell. Motion carried.
Reports
Treasurer: Report reviewed. No questions
Deacons: Discussed screen usage. Guest minister on Dec.
27th is Marcia Tolman. Candles for Christmas Eve are ready
Trustees: Organ was serviced and is working well. Discussed lift maintenance- cost is $489/year. Motion made by
Marie and seconded by Lorraine to pay maintenance agreement- motion carried. Ramp by preschool needs to be
checked.
Christian Education: Birthday party for Jesus will be done in
classroom with cookies and milk. Deb Bender submitted resignation at end of present school year.
Pastor: Confirmands completed program. The Pastor and
Pastoral Relations Committee designate $14,000 of the
2021 Base Salary as a Housing Allowance for Internal Revenue Service purposes.
Budget: Lisa presented budget and changes were made.
Chris submitted resignation as secretary. Budget for 2021
will reflect new salary for secretary. Lisa will redo budget and
forward to council for approval prior to annual meeting.
Review of services: Eric update council on cost $935 for
new mixer for system which will improve sound and video
quality. Funds are available in IT account.
Candlelight service funds: Deb made motion to place $1670
from Candlelight service into IT account. Seconded by Lisa.
Motion carried.
Council accepted new members: Chris Eddy, Meg Baker,
Anna Hopfinger, Emily Peters, Stephanie Silvernail, Sawyer
West.
Susan McPherson requested to stop garbage fees which are
$39.53/month. She has offered to take garbage. She also
reported the Western Area Share has increased to $8/
reported members
which cost $1112.
Nominations have been completed and will be announced in
church beginning January 3, 2021
Annual meeting is January 17, 2021. Will not be streamed
as bylaws state members must be present. Council President, Head Trustee and Head Deacon will conduct meeting.
Counting schedule was discussed- stressed need for all
council to sign up
Meeting adjourned with Lord's Prayer

February 16, 2021
Meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by President, Marie Lowe
Present: Marie Lowe, Pastor Laurie, Marilyn Wilson, Deb Best, Laurie Bellucci, Lisa Neary, David Williman, Jeff Peters, Chris Eddy,
Tom Baker, Eric Lovell
Absent: Lorraine Wolf, Christine Kipfer
Pastor Laurie led us in prayer.
Motion to accept the agenda was made by Jeff Peters, seconded by
Eric Lovell, passed.
Motion to accept the January 2021 minutes was made by Laurie Bellucci, seconded by Jeff Peters, passed. The December minutes had to
be corrected and will come back to the March meeting for approval.
Reports:
Deacons – 2/28/21 will be the installation of committee members and
officers; 10/3/21 we will honor 50- year members. There will be no
Maundy Thursday service this year. Active membership will be reviewed at our next meeting, which will begin at 6:00 p.m. in March.
Trustees – Banners and shroud were put up. Problems with the shoveler were discussed. Spring clean- up and driveway sealing was
planned.
Treasurer report – addition was checked, prison hospitality money was
expensed in total.
Christian Ed – Susan McPherson is now the chairperson.
Pastor’s Report – there will be no confirmation class this year. We
have two 7th graders who will wait until September, 2022 to begin
class with confirmation scheduled for 2023. Pastoral relations will
meet Sunday, 2/22/21. Get with Patricia Baker, Laurie Bellucci or
Tracy Staerr if you have any concerns to bring to that committee
meeting. March bulletins have gone to the organists. On 2/28/21,
Western Area Association, who usually holds an education workshop,
will instead have a virtual worship service, of which St. Paul’s has
two components. 5/2/2021 will be the Western Area Association’s
spring meeting.
Motion to accept all reports was made by Eric Lovell, seconded by
Laurie Bellucci, passed.
Business:
Service – use of screens and streaming – a monitor stopped working.
We are looking into a warranty replacement for it. In the meantime,
we are borrowing one from the Lovells. We had 47 views on-line of
our 2/15/21 service. Putting the offering received/needed on the announcements and live streaming it to the general public was discussed.
It was determined we would continue to do this in addition to putting
it into the newsletter. On-line offering through paypal, venmo or cash
app was discussed. Venmo does not charge to transfer money into the
bank account, as long as you don’t want it done the same day. Discussed who would have access to the venmo account to make the
transfer. Will need to check with the Treasurer about transferring the
funds and adding it to the offering amount – the treasurer is our only
constant. Need to train someone else to live stream and video tape.
Laurie Bellucci will put out an announcement for a stream team duo
backup.
Roster – was sent around for verification of phone numbers and email
addresses
Emergency Call List – new updated list was passed out to all.
Safety plans (fire and disaster) – we need to work on updating this
year and after established and agreed upon, will need to have a mock
drill.
AED pads were received. At our next meeting we can review how to
use the AED.
2021 goals – for our next meeting, please think of 2021 goals.
Counting schedule is being passed around, please sign up.
Gift was received by the church, resulting from the church looking up
some historical marriage information. This gift was put in the general
fund.
Annual sexual harassment training will be in May.
Discussed upgrading the camera system. It was decided Eric and
Chris Eddy will research replacing the three cameras plus two more
for outside, where we will have the ability to go back and review the
video.
Next meeting is March 16, 2021
Eric Lovell made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Tom
Baker, passed. Pastor Laurie led us in the Lord’s Prayer.

From your Church Historians:
Diane Storch read our article in the last issue of “The Spirit,” and thus, she is the 1st
(of what we pray will be many) Volunteers!
“Diane, what brought you to Attica and St. Paul’s?”
“Floyd and I purchased a farm in Bennington. The Evangelical and Reformed Church in Elmira, where we
lived, (editorial note: The E&R denomination is our ancestor) and the Pastor in Elmira sent a “Letter of
Transfer” (Lot’s are no longer sent), and we became members of St. Paul’s in 1968 by
Rev. George Sheitinger.
“Diane, what does St. Paul’s mean to you?”
It means Everything to me. I have made many friends over my 50 year membership, and while there have
been many ups and downs, they have made St. Paul’s a strong church, Spiritually and physically.
“Tell us what committees and activities you have been involved in.”
A Deacon, taught Sunday School
The Pastoral Relations Committee
The Memorial Committee
The Women’s Fellowship, its lunches and rummage sales, was treasurer of WF
Funeral Lunches
Pre School
Two times on a Search Committee
Financial Secretary

The Choir and Bell Choir
The Sauerkraut Supper, and Squash Parties
The Eccumical Lenten Lunches
The Back to School “Back Pac” program for the community
The WF Christmas Baskets to Shut-Ins
Bible Study, Interest Fair
A Mentor to a Confirmand, Lay Leader
Howard Barraclough and I were Pastor Laurie’s “First Commitment Service.”
(Editorial note: Diane has done it ALL!)

“What is your favorite Worship Service?”
The Thanksgiving Candlelight Service
This interview took place on March 8th, and because of Covid19, was conducted via telephone, Diane
from her home, and the Church Historians at their home. We would be honored to “hear” about your
Spiritual Journey at St. Paul’s; anytime, anywhere! Call us: 591-1201
Your Church Historians,
Floss and Charles
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St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the green folder
on the office window or e-mailed to:
stpaulunited@verizon.net

