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Bethlehem Peace Light
The Peace Light from Bethlehem campaign was originally organized in 1986 by the Austrian
Broadcasting Company. It was part of a large charitable relief mission for children-in-need in Austria.
Since 1989, there has been a great deal of co-operation between Scouts and Guides in many
countries. This allowed the light to travel throughout Europe.
Each year, a child from Upper Austria fetches the light from the Grotto of the Nativity in
Bethlehem. The light is flown to Austria from where it is distributed at a Service of Dedication.
Delegations from across Europe take the light back to their own countries. At ecumenical services in
each country, the light is spread along with a message of Peace. Scouts and Guides also take the light
to houses of worship, hospitals, homeless shelters, old people homes, prisons, and places of public,
cultural and political importance.
The Peace Light first came to New York in 2001 when Canadian Scouts brought it to Ground
Zero. In 2002, it was a gift from Belgian Scouts and Guides to the Boy Scouts of America in New York.
In 2003, the light didn't make it to the United States. Fortunately, members of the diocesan Scouting
committee had kept the 2002 Peace Light burning and spread that around the diocese.
In 2004, the Austrian Scout Movement, Austrian Airlines and the Boy Scouts of America
International Division arranged to bring the Peace Light to New York on December 4. Just eleven days
earlier, Austrian Scouts had extracted the light from the eternal flame in Bethlehem. They placed it in
two explosion-proof, British mining lamps, fueled by smokeless paraffin oil. Two security guards along
with the international commissioner of Austrian Scouting, flew it to Vienna. Australian Airlines then flew
the lamps from Vienna to New York. This same procedure has been repeated again and again over
the years.
In 2019, the Peace Light arrived in New York on December 6. Once again, its light was
distributed to others who then passed it on. It reached Western New York on January 12, 2020 at an
Installation Service at Kennilworth UCC. At the end of the service, its light was dispersed to anyone
and everyone who wanted to participate.
On Easter Sunday, a Bethlehem Peace Light infused candle will be used to light our worship
candles at St. Paul’s UCC. Its flame brings light to the darkness. Its tradition illumines our lives- as we
celebrate the Risen Christ. We gladly receive this light as a sign of our willingness to be channels of
peace, by our words and actions.

Offering
Weekly amount needed to meet expenses:
$2404
Offering for Sun. 3/8/20: $2252
Deficit: $152
Amount needed for 2 Sundays: $4808
Offering for Sundays 3/15 & 3/22: $2635
Deficit: $2173
Concerns have come up regarding offering giving. Here are some suggestions:
1-mail your offering
2-drop your offering in the mail slot by the front
door at church
3-bring it to the church during office hours
4-have your bank set up an automatic payment
to the church (they will cut a check & mail it to
the church-this is a free service)
*We are working on having an on-line donation
option. When it becomes available we will let
you know. This requires a debit/ credit card &
the church will be charged a transaction fee for
each donation made in this way.

Carol Shreder
Larry & Marie Taylor
Bev West
Hans & Rose Marie Moeller
...and others who are physically unable to join us.
Why not call or visit, to let them know they are missed?
Dunkirk Campers
The deadline for early bird registration for Dunkirk Camp is
April 15th. There is a sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board
leading to
the Christian Ed wing at the
church. There is still plenty of
time to sign up. Any questions please feel free to contact Lynne Jacoby at (585)591-2958 or via
email djacoby1@rochester.rr.com

Christian Ed will be hosting the April coffee hour as
a brunch to raise funds for Dunkirk campers. Past
& future campers are encouraged to participate.

BIBLE STUDY Mondays @7pm in the lounge and Wednesdays @ 10am in the multi-purpose room.
Prepare your Spirit by spending an hour studying the “Message” Reading for Sunday.
There is no better way to be ready for Worship than to study The Word of God!
Sunday Bible readings: The first reading is italicized; the message text is bold.

NOTE: Wed. Bible Study will be meeting at 10:30am March 11th—April 1st
to accommodate those wishing to attend the Lenten Lunches at 12noon.

April 5: Palm Sunday
Matthew 21:1-11
Psalm 118:1,19-29
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Psalm 31:9-16
Matthew 26:14-27 or Matthew 27:11-54
Philippians 2:1-11
April 12: Easter
Jeremiah 31:1-6 or
Psalm 118:1,14-24
John 20:1-18 or

Acts 10:34-43
Colossians 3:1-4
Matthew 28:1-10

April 19:
Acts 2:14a,22-32
John 20:19-23,30-31
April 26:
Acts 2: 14a,36-42
Psalm 116:1-4,12-19
Luke 24:13-35
1 Peter 1:16-23

Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9

Spotlight on our youth
Congratulations to Lauren West on achieving Highest Honor Roll status for
the 2nd semester at Perry Central.
Congratulations to Sawyer West on achieving Honor Roll status for the 2nd
semester at Perry Central.

Youth Mission Group Fund Raiser During Lent

Please help us raise the money we need! 100% of your donation goes
directly to your Youth! During Lent, we’ll have a display containing 100
envelopes. Each envelope has a dollar amount on it from $1-$100. Select an
envelope (or two), give the amount designated on the front, and place it in the
offering plate.
If you want to remain anonymous, use actual money. If you don’t mind being
acknowledged, use a check- or write your name on the envelope, so that we
can thank you. If all envelopes are returned, we'll raise $5,050! Your
generosity really adds up!
What if the envelope with your donation amount is already taken? Find two that add up to that
amount- and enjoy the extra treats!
*You can call the church during office hours & let us know what bag denomination you would
like & we can set it aside with your name on it. Simply mail your donation & we will put it in the
envelope & the bag of treats will be waiting for you when we resume worship services.

Scrapbook Crop / Craft Day

*please print the registration form from the website, atticaucc.org under
the YOUTH tab. All fees will be returned if the event is canceled.

Attica Food Link Distribution:
Tues. Apr. 7th
10am-12pm
St. Vincent’s School Aud.

*Due to the current health crisis there
will be no building access for the April
pickup. Food Link will have preportioned essentials in 42lb boxes that
will be loaded directly into your vehicle.

Celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day- April 22nd
During this COVID-19 pandemic, we’ve been asked to stay home. The good news is that God made the
Earth look really nice. New life is currently happening all around us! Nature can help us to deal with the
stress many of us have been feeling. All we have to do is look out a window!
There are also many things that we can do to keep God’s creation looking nice.
Reduce: shut off lights that aren’t needed, unplug things when they’re done charging, use rechargeable
batteries when possible, shut off the running water when you’re brushing your teeth
Reuse: use washable plates and eating utensils, use both sides of a paper before you recycle it, take your
own material bags to the store (remember to wash them periodically)
Recycle: buy items that use minimal packaging which can be recycled, stay current with what can be
recycled and where, make recycling at home easy with separate bins for each type
Refuse: avoid one-use plastics, use environmentally safe cleaning products
Plant: plant native trees and flowers around your home. Native plants help provide species like insects and
birds with food, shelter and proper habitat to reproduce. Some pollinator favorites include alyssum, basil,
the aptly-named butterfly bush, fennel, lavender, marigold, oregano, verbena and yarrow.
Pick up: litter and don’t add to it!
Check out: Creation Justice Ministries at ucc.org
Love, care, action- it’s what the world needs right now. Even in uncertain times, each one of us seeks
ways to make a difference and help others. Be a part of healing the planet.

Maundy Thursday Meal
April 9th @ 6pm

Palm Sunday
worship
April 5th @ 10am

Once again, we’re moving
Maundy Thursday (April 9)
worship into the Fellowship
Hall! We’ll share a pot-luck
meal and then Communion
based on seder meal traditions. Meet at 6pm with a
dish to share!

Friday April 10th
12noon @
St. Luke’s
“The Symbols of
Lent”

*As of today (3/26) these 4 services are still
scheduled. As the COVID-19 pandemic changes
we will keep you informed of changes that may
happen to our scheduled events. Please call the
church or check on either the website or Facebook page for updates.

Easter Sunday Worship
w/ Communion
April 12th @ 10am
There will be an Easter egg hunt for the youth
during worship.

As we have recently experienced, there are occasions
when Sunday Worship service may be cancelled.
Please mark what method of contact will be the best
way to reach you.
Name






Phone Call, #
Text, #
Email
Facebook (make sure you ‘like’ St Paul’s United Church of Christ)
I’ll look for it on one of the local networks (WIVB, WGRZ, WKBW)
Chris Kipfer will be compiling all of the responses.
Please clip & place in the offering plate.
~Thank you, The Church Council

April Notes
One of the aspects of the concept of parish nursing is to incorporate physical health along with spiritual health and well-being. Lately this has become
a real concern with the recent outbreak of Coronavirus or Covid-19. This is
all the news lately. I want to address this crisis this month. One of the scariest aspects of this virus is that it is very contagious and a novel virus. The
concept of ‘novel’ virus means that it is new to humans.
The virus has an amazing capability to mutate frequently which is what is making it so contagious. For example; one person infected without symptoms could infect 10 people (or more). Those 10 people
could infect another 10 people each, or more. In no time, we have an epidemic on our hands without being
aware. This is the curve that is talked about in the news and the need to flatten this curve or spread of the
virus.
We, in America, are fortunate that we have the best public health and infectious disease experts in the
world. They have been on the front lines of this disease and have information on how to best handle this
situation. Our experts state the best way to contain and hopefully stop the spread is in social distancing.
This is very simply avoiding crowds and maintaining good hygiene. Unfortunately we have become a very
social and active people and do not want to give up this lifestyle.
The virus does not care about your gender, age or how much money you make or have. No one is excluded from the potential effects of this virus. We need to become worldly social - looking out for everyone and
not just ourselves. We must protect everyone from this problem. The best way to do this according to experts is distancing. Stay home unless you absolutely have to go out. Wash your hands frequently. Call your
healthcare provider with concerns. Do not go to the ER to be checked. The health care system is being
overwhelmed with caring for very sick people. We are low on protective gear for the health care workers
and if we overwhelm the system who will care for us when the health care workers become sick?
This is a difficult time for us as we are unable to worship and spend time together. It will not be forever. If
we all vow to follow recommendations, we will overcome this epidemic and life will resume. Spend this time
enjoying the benefits you have instead of what you don’t have. Find joy in the simple beauties of life. We,
as healthy Christians, will emerge stronger in our faith and in our lives. Please feel free to call me anytime
with questions or concerns @ 585-368-8811.
~Marie Lowe

CROP HUNGER WALK

The Church in Attica is sponsoring a walk for hunger.
When: April 18th, 10am @ the park Registration begins at
the Park Gazebo at 9:30am
Walkers: Please “sign up”! Your “FOOT” will be posted
so people can pledge.
Pledge a walker, or several.
Look for the pledge table in the Narthex starting Sun. Apr.
5th. Some of the proceeds benefit our Attica Food Pantry.

Across Six Feet of Separation

A poem for such a time as this
by Hope Harle-Mould
Across six feet of separation
the virus can’t spread, but fear can run rampant—
you afraid of me, me afraid of you.
Across six feet of separation,
our world careens in tumult, our minds in shellshocked muddle—
too aghast to see the way ahead.
Across six feet of separation
my grandkids can no longer race into my arms—
banned from even nearing my house.
Across six feet of separation
one daughter is laid off from her restaurant,
one risks her health daily, nursing the disabled at her group home.
Across six feet of separation
our church can’t enact its five-amazing-minutes of Passing the Peace—
can’t even gather to pray or hear holy words of promise.
Inside six feet of separation
a presence pulsing with consoling calm and soothing balm,
whispering near our ear, “Be still…and know that I am God.”
Inside six feet of separation
is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen—
“Fear not, I have redeemed you, I have called you by name, you are mine.”
Inside six feet of separation
are the outstretched arms of our Teacher, spanning the gap—
the Stillpoint of our turning world.
Inside six feet of separation
there is a voice in the storm, commanding, “Be still!”—
and in the ensuing silence…a peace so serene we weep.
Inside six feet of separation
a song fragment wells up within us, unbidden, transcendent—
till suddenly we realize why…and sing unabashed and free.
Spanning six feet of separation
I warmly greet each passing stranger formerly ignored: “Be safe!”—
and they reply, “We’ll get through this together!”
Spanning six feet of separation
I use American Sign Language to tell people, “Peace be with you,”
and as they mirror me, our hands caress across spider-web touch.
Spanning six feet of separation
I escape outside for a walk, blustery wind blushing my face,
then inexplicably burst into run—joy irrepressible.
Spanning six feet of separation
I sense tree roots beneath my feet, linked by fungal networks to other trees,
and I pause in awe at the anthem encompassing me.
Spanning six feet of separation
I see another world is possible—each soul a daughter or grandchild of mine,
each moment a trust-fall of reconciling hope.
Across six feet of separation
generations of the faithful join us to leap the rift, as fearlessly we sing a new song:
“We are held in holy hands, by a Love That Will Not Let Us Go.”
*Used with permission from Hope Harle-Mould.

Mon

Tue

26
Worship 10am
Confirmation

29
Bible Study 10am

Ann Wilson

Marilyn Wilson

Laurie Bellucci

22
Bible Study 10am

28

21
Deacons/Trustees 6:30pm,
Council 7pm

Emily Lovell

15
Bible Study 10am

8
Bible Study 10am

Dorothy Kellogg

1

Wed

27
Bible Study 7pm

20
Bible Study 7pm

19
Worship 10am
Confirmation
Newsletter deadline

Vicki Silvernail
Wendy Walsh

Ed Bey
Sharon Davis

David & Jude Williman

14

Emma Hopfinger

Debbie & Dave Best

13
Bible Study 7pm

7
Food Link- St Vincent’s
Aud 10am-12noon

6
Bible Study 7pm

12 Easter Worship &
Communion 10am

Confirmation
Dunkirk Brunch
CE Meeting

Communion 10am

5 Palm Sunday Worship &

As has been the case the past several weeks, many of these
events may be canceled depending on the course of the
Corona Virus & the recommendations given by the Dept. of
Health. Updates will continue to be placed on the church
Facebook page & the home page of the website.

Sun

30
Bell Choir 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

23
Bell Choir 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

16
Bell Choir 6pm
Choir 7:15pm

9 Maundy Thursday Pot
Luck & Worship 6pm

2

Thu

24

Debra Kirsch

17

10
Good Friday Worship
12noon @ St. Luke’s

3

Fri

25

18

11

4

Sat

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ
11 Washington Street
Attica, NY 14011

of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Village of Attica
St. Paul’s UCC, 11 Washington Street

Just around the corner, first block down from Main Street.

Join us for Sunday Worship at 10:00 am

Sunday School for children K-7th Grade - Nursery always open!
“No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at St. Paul’s.”
Reverend Lauran Heidenreich
Call the church at (585-591-2705), stpaulunited@verizon.net or pastorucc@verizon.net
Website: atticaucc.org
April Calendar Items:
5
7
9
10
12
18
19
21
25

Communion, Coffee Hour: Dunkirk Brunch
CE Meeting
Food Link- St Vincent’s Aud 10am-12noon
Maundy Thurs. Pot-Luck & Communion
Good Friday Worship 12Noon, St. Luke’s
Easter, Communion
C.R.O.P. Walk:10am Attica Park Gazebo
Newsletter Deadline
Deacons/Trustees 6:30pm, Council 7pm
Mission Group Scrapbooking Fund Raiser 9am-9pm

Please make sure all newsletter
submissions are in by this date. In the
green folder on the office window or e-mailed
to: stpaulunited@verizon.net

